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Section 12 APPENDICES updated 2 Feb 2019 
 

Appendix 1 Results of the Rockport Open Space Survey 2017 
 

Rockport Open Space General Public Survey 2017 
 

1. How important is it to you for the town to preserve/acquire the following: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very Important Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking 
water resources 

83.87% (208) 10.89% (27) 1.61% (4) 3.63% (9) 248 

Open space to protect 
wetlands and wildlife habitat 

76.02% (187) 13.82% (34) 5.69% (14) 4.47% (11) 246 

Forests and woodlands 69.11% (170) 19.51% (48) 6.91% (17) 4.47% (11) 246 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

65.99% (163) 20.24% (50) 8.50% (21) 5.26% (13) 247 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

75.00% (186) 15.73% (39) 5.65% (14) 3.63% (9) 248 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 49.80% (123) 24.70% (61) 17.00% (42) 8.50% (21) 247 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

50.62% (123) 28.40% (69) 13.17% (32) 7.82% (19) 243 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

47.77% (118) 30.36% (75) 13.36% (33) 8.50% (21) 247 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

47.54% (116) 31.56% (77) 16.39% (40) 4.51% (11) 244 

Historic/archeological sites 50.62% (123) 32.51% (79) 12.35% (30) 4.53% (11) 243 

Open space for active 
recreational needs (baseball 
fields, soccer fields, tennis 
etc.) 

35.77% (88) 38.21% (94) 18.70% (46) 7.32% (18) 246 

Add to the trail network 33.33% (82) 32.93% (81) 23.17% (57) 10.57% (26) 246 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

34.96% (86) 33.33% (82) 18.29% (45) 13.41% (33) 246 

 

Choice in Importance Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 

83.87% (208) 10.89% (27) 1.61% (4) 3.63% (9) 248 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 

76.02% (187) 13.82% (34) 5.69% (14) 4.47% (11) 246 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

75.00% (186) 15.73% (39) 5.65% (14) 3.63% (9) 248 

Forests and woodlands 69.11% (170) 19.51% (48) 6.91% (17) 4.47% (11) 246 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

65.99% (163) 20.24% (50) 8.50% (21) 5.26% (13) 247 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

50.62% (123) 28.40% (69) 13.17% (32) 7.82% (19) 243 
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Historic/archeological sites 50.62% (123) 32.51% (79) 12.35% (30) 4.53% (11) 243 
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Choice in Importance Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 49.80% (123) 24.70% (61) 17.00% (42) 8.50% (21) 247 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

47.77% (118) 30.36% (75) 13.36% (33) 8.50% (21) 247 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

47.54% (116) 31.56% (77) 16.39% (40) 4.51% (11) 244 

Open space for active 
recreational needs (baseball 
fields, soccer fields, tennis etc.) 

35.77% (88) 38.21% (94) 18.70% (46) 7.32% (18) 246 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

34.96% (86) 33.33% (82) 18.29% (45) 13.41% (33) 246 

Add to the trail network 33.33% (82) 32.93% (81) 23.17% (57) 10.57% (26) 246 

 

Answered question: 249 

Skipped question: 0 

 

2. Indicate the recreational activities in which you or your family participate or would like to participate: 

 

Choice in Response Order  Response Percent Response Count 
Walking 93.47% 229 

Beach 84.49% 207 

Nature hikes 78.78% 193 

Swimming 64.08% 157 

Bicycling 54.29% 133 

Dog walking 48.57% 119 

Kayaking/canoeing/rowing/sailboarding 46.94% 115 

Birdwatching 45.71% 112 

Picnicking 40.00% 98 

Fishing 35.10% 86 

Cross-country skiing 33.06% 81 

Snowshoeing 27.76% 68 

Sailing 27.35% 67 

Plein air drawing/painting 26.12% 64 

Jogging 25.71% 63 

Tennis 24.49% 60 

Power boating 22.04% 54 

Golf 21.22% 52 

Tot playground 21.22% 52 

Ice skating/hockey/curling 20.41% 50 

Mountain biking 19.18% 47 

Soccer 14.29% 35 

Horseback riding 14.29% 35 

Baseball 13.88% 34 

Outdoor basketball 13.06% 32 

Surfing 10.20% 25 

Other (please specify) -- 24 

Indoor basketball 8.57% 21 

Skateboarding 6.53% 16 

Track 6.53% 16 
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Softball 6.12% 15 

Choice in Response Order  Response Percent Response Count 
Football 5.31% 13 

Lacrosse 3.67% 9 

Snowmobiling 1.63% 4 

Golf 0.00% 0 

Bicycling 0.00% 0 

Mountain biking 0.00% 0 

Snowmobiling 0.00% 0 

Tot playground 0.00% 0 

 

Other: 

plant I.D. mushroom picking, butterfly I.D. 

Field hockey 

Kickball 

Dancing 

Nature study, archaeology, concerts, performances, poetry readings 

Comment: all are worthwhile 

More free community concerts + education concerts at Shalin Liu by local classical and jazz musicians 

Exercise classes 

Mushrooming, enjoying scenic vistas, plant/wildflower I.D., butterfly I.D. 

Visiting the seaside views, not only beach 

Historical walking & hiking, Photography walks, 

Instead of jogging, I walk. 

Too old for many, but when younger participated in more 

Farmers market, festivals, etc. 

Keep ocean access and views for public 

Hanging on my deck without being bothered 

Hunting 

Dog walking 

Spaces left untouched to be a part of our environment 

Outdoor Music, Sculpture, Gardens 

Mushroom hunting, foraging 

Scuba diving 

Yoga 

Pickle ball 

 

Answered question: 245 

Skipped question: 4 

 

3. How important for you are the town’s recreational places for: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 41.00% (98) 27.20% (65) 19.25% (46) 12.55% (30) 239 

Young children (5 – 8) 51.67% (124) 26.67% (64) 12.08% (29) 9.58% (23) 240 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 55.19% (133) 24.07% (58) 12.03% (29) 8.71% (21) 241 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 54.13% (131) 25.21% (61) 13.22% (32) 7.44% (18) 242 

Adults 65.56% (158) 22.41% (54) 9.96% (24) 2.07% (5) 241 
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Handicapped 55.46% (132) 28.99% (69) 12.18% (29) 3.36% (8) 238 

Senior citizens 62.40% (151) 25.21% (61) 9.92% (24) 2.48% (6) 242 

 

Choice in Response Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 54.13% (131) 25.21% (61) 13.22% (32) 7.44% (18) 242 

Senior citizens 62.40% (151) 25.21% (61) 9.92% (24) 2.48% (6) 242 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 55.19% (133) 24.07% (58) 12.03% (29) 8.71% (21) 241 

Adults 65.56% (158) 22.41% (54) 9.96% (24) 2.07% (5) 241 

Young children (5 – 8) 51.67% (124) 26.67% (64) 12.08% (29) 9.58% (23) 240 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 41.00% (98) 27.20% (65) 19.25% (46) 12.55% (30) 239 

Handicapped 55.46% (132) 28.99% (69) 12.18% (29) 3.36% (8) 238 
 

Answered question: 245 

Skipped question: 4 

 

4. Describe specific parcels in Rockport you would like the town to acquire for open space and what makes 

them unique for prioritization: 

 

Group Response 
1: Andrews Woods Please work with the Conservation Commission to obtain a conservation restriction of 

Andrews Woods - Pigeon Cove's central park & community space. 

1: Andrews Woods Conservation restrictions for Andrews Woods. The only open space in the avenues 
area that is consistently used for: walking, hiking, dog-walking, XC skiing, biking 
jogging, full of birds, turkeys, hawks, fox, rabbits, etc. 

1: Andrews Woods access to the rocks on Andrews Point - make sure those paths to them are kept 
available from Phillips Ave. 

1: Andrews Woods Pigeon Cove and woods 

1: Andrews Woods Preserve the already acquired Andrews Woods. 

1: Andrews Woods Conserve Andrews Woods 

1&6: Andrews/Tool Property that protects the flyways of birds/animals, property abutting dog town, Tool 
and Dye Company property, Waring Field, Andrews Woods 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson's Quarry and surrounds 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson Rd - Top of Pigeon Hill St. No sewer extension! 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson Property from Johnson Road to Squam Hill 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson's Quarry: trail hub 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson Quarry 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson Road.  Protected wetlands, birds, wildlife. Stop any building from happening. 
Woodland Acres 

2: Johnson's Quarry Steve Johnson land on Pigeon Hill. An additional housing development in that 
location would only add to Pigeon Hill congestion, especially the high (and 
dangerous) traffic volume we are now experiencing. We also have serious concerns 
about potential impact on the water table. Acquisition of this area would also add to 
existing hiking and walking in our part of town and, we believe, enhance the value and 
attractiveness of our area. 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnsons Quarry and any other wooded big lots as well as anything historical 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson's Quarry: this is urgent before development overtakes it. It is 
archaeologically unique, particular to Rockport's history, and ecologically critical. 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnsons Quarry, Trails and expand abutting protected land. All unbuilt Private 
parcels in South Woods, trails, expand abutting protected land, water shed 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson's Quarry - abuts trail system, provides contiguous wildlife habitat, 
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representative of the town's quarrying history 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson's Quarry: adjacent to other public land 
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Group Response 
2: Johnson's Quarry Woodland Acres and Johnson Quarry. Both core habitat areas that expand large 

protected areas. 

2: Johnson's Quarry Johnson's Quarry because it has historic, cultural, recreational, and environmental 
value. 

2&3: Johnson's/South South Woods + land near Johnson's Quarry 

2&4: Johnson's/Dogtown I would like to protect the top of Pigeon Hill St from further development specifically 
the Johnson's Quarry/Rd area. It is important for wildlife conservation as well as 
keeping existing hiking/walking/mountain biking trails/access to Whale's Jaw/Prof. 
Norton's/Dogtown open. 

2&4: Johnson's/Dogtown Johnson's Quarry area because it is at the heart of connecting Rockport to the 
Dogtown trail network. 

3: South Woods South Woods - Relatively undisturbed but potentially 110's of house lots 

3: South Woods Waring Field -> location accessible to South Rockport 

3: South Woods I don't know what parcels are available. I love the South Woods trails but get lost. 
Would love a map also feel that room on 127 for bikes is important as it is 
dangerous? So this is an area where the town would need to take space from 
homeowners to expand road width. The new park at Cape Hedge is looking great! 

3: South Woods Remaining parcels needed to turn South Woods fire road into a bike path 

3: South Woods I'm not aware of parcels we should acquire but if there are extensive southern 
woods and/or watershed parcels at risk for development, I would like the town to 
prioritize these for purchase.  I would also like to retain existing, owned, parcels. 

3: South Woods From what I understand Stan Poole owns about 60 acres in the Southern woods. 
There is an old road or fire road that crosses his property, I believe. I would like to 
see this natural area preserved for future generations. 

3: South Woods Areas along the east side of South Street/Thatcher that have not been developed. 

3: South Woods Anything along the Marmion way Old Garden Beach area. South woods. 

3: South Woods South Woods 

3&4: South/Dogtown any woods abutting South Woods or Dogtown 

3&4: South/Dogtown Any open space that protects contiguous land between south woods and Dogtown. 

3&4: South/Dogtown Important to secure all open space adjacent to South Woods, Dogtown and North 
Woods to prevent these areas from being developed 

3&8: South/Atlantic Atlantic Pathway, South End Woods 

4: Dogtown Areas of Dogtown to be made more accessible to people. 

5: Tax Title Land Tax title land that can be accessed via Phillips Ave and Haven Ave; it is an asset 
to the town.  Any open space should be preserved for the benefit of the town 
residents and the environmental health of our community. 

6: Tool Company Tool Company 

6: Tool Company Tool factory, suggest removing and replacing with a park. Coastal property to 
preserve the coastline for all the people 

6: Tool Company Tool Company parcel 

6: Tool Company Cape Ann Tool Company - access to water and charming Pigeon Cove Harbor. 

6: Tool Company The tool factory. Location. 

6&7: Tool/Quarries 1. Steel Derrick - so all Rockport residents can enjoy the quarry; 2. Pigeon Cove 
Tool Company site - to get rid of the eyesore and to put in place a harbor side park 
for residents. 

7: Quarries I do not know what parcels are currently owned by Rockport and which are not, but 
much of the open space and woodlands that I currently walk and hike in should be 
preserved for the purpose, Sadly, much of the Quarry lands are becoming private 
property owned by transplants from out of town that have no intention of allowing 
public access to their lands. 

7: Quarries Quarries for water 
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7: Quarries quarries for public swimming 
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Group Response 
7: Quarries The end of Pigeon Hill Street. Would be a beautiful park.  Lovely quarry. 

7: Quarries quarries unique to Rockport 

8: Atlantic Path Maintain the entire length of the Atlantic Path. 

8: Atlantic Path Assure access to Atlantic path and ocean front; concern that new developers slowly 
taking over public right of ways to oceanfront. NB: Cathedral Ave (public)but owner of 
house has put sign that private & no trespassing...not appear that town caring for road; 
Road by Henry's Pond & Pebble Beach needs to remain open and passable to public. 
Maintain/acquire open accessible spaces 

8: Atlantic Path  I think the number of parcels the town has are impressive. I do not feel the parcels are 
kept up appropriately, specifically the Atlantic path, it is covered in poison ivy in many 
places. I think all parcels should have well signed, easy access and PARKING. Waring 
Field is a lovely spot, but the gate is closed most of the time. 

8: Atlantic Path Hoop's Pole portion of Atlantic Path (now in private hands) 

8: Atlantic Path anything left on Atlantic paths to restrict further building 

8: Atlantic Path Any parcels that would improve access to and continuity of the Atlantic Path 

9: Other None 

9: Other All existing open land 

9: Other No opinion 

9: Other Rockport's "green jewel" the Mill Pond and Meadow 

9: Other Now I do not know re specific parcels 

9: Other Harbors for more slips & moorings 

9: Other Fields behind Lane's Farm 

9: Other None. We need to utilize open space for housing etc. 

9: Other No more 

9: Other None 

9: Other We need more housing! 

9: Other none 

9: Other None 

9: Other End of Norman stone 

9: Other not aware of any specific parcels 

9: Other No specific parcel in mind.  Nevertheless, it is very important to the quality of life in the 
town to lessen the density in the undeveloped areas of the town. With current 
technology, a septic system can be installed on parcels that were previously 
unbuildable. Consequently, more and more land is being sold for development and 
more houses, mostly large, are being constructed.  The town may want to look at its 
zoning for the less developed areas, such as in the south end. Also, more building 
means destruction of more wildlife and bird habitat and less natural beauty for the 
residents to enjoy. All of these things are interrelated. 

9: Other Doesn't it make a difference because millionaires will come in and buy it and put up 
mega mansions and Rockport continues to allow it this town government is destroying 
this beautiful little piece of heaven 

9: Other I don't have any specific parcels in mind but I would like to buy land for a place people 
can bury their pets. Proceeds can go back to the town. This would give people a chance 
to put their sentiments on a stone and visit their beloved pet. I know it sounds crazy but 
people are crazy about their animals. 

9: Other Any and all -- the town is losing its rural character 

9: Other Firehouse Trust Building -never used in current state and should be an active building 
that the public can use and fixed up on the outside. 

9: Other Too new to town to identify. 

9: Other Unsure 
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Group Response 
9: Other Stop all the McMansion building and keep ocean access/views for the public.  We are becoming 

an empty town in the winter with nothing much to see.  The train noise is awful.  Day trippers who 
come for sports don't spend anything and add nothing but traffic. 

9: Other Sea side of Eden Road, Current land on Ruthern Way, pond side of Pebble Beach - all beautiful 
views with important bird, bug, plant habitats. All current parks and open space in Rockport - 
Halibut Point area. 

9: Other I would like ALL current open spaces to remain AS IS. 

9: Other Keep all we have and add any that are available if there is any CPA money left! 

9: Other Vast area on main street going out of town. 

9: Other No specific but when purchased signage should indicate the public's right to use and parking 
should be provided. Several purchases by the town appear to be gifts to neighbor’s vs a real 
public use. 

9: Other Big open lot by Old Garden beach between two residences 

9: Other More parks & fields for sports 

9: Other None we own too much now!!! 

9: Other Coastal and woodland areas. 

9: Other Please provide a list of options to choose from. 

9: Other none 

9: Other Anything along the water. 

9: Other Keep all we have and add any that are available if there is any CPA money left! 

9: Other If the town wants to attract young people in needs to take serious efforts to make this happen. Buy 
property in the downtown and turn into park for children. 

9: Other To have porter potties on the beaches 

9: Other Do not know of specific parcels, but properties that seem to become more commercial and 
overused should be restored to more open and environmentally sound. 

9: Other Sandpiper Point....location near the beach 

9: Other I'm opposed to the Town acquiring additional land parcels. 

9: Other Upkeep current areas such as Sandpiper Park - South Street 

9: Other Coastal paths accessibility makes Rockport a special place to live. 

9: Other 5a Marmion Way. A building there would be a big mistake. Too dense. 

9: Other Anything that facilitates a walkway between Studio Crepe/Train Station to Millbrook Park. A 
pedestrian/bike/nature path from RR Ave. to the beach following the Mill Brook would amplify our 
attractiveness on a million levels (nature, recreation, disabled access, day tripper access...) 

9: Other No specific areas but a few quarries would be nice. 

9: Other None we own too much now 

9: Other [empty] 

9: Other Keiran Preserve trail 

9: Other Lloyd B. Waring Preserve. As of December 26, 1990 by 2/3rds vote at annual town meeting may 
vote to change use. 

9: Other No specific parcels in mind but I think it's important to keep a nice mix of different types of areas. I 
would love to see sidewalks all around Town; when the town put sidewalks in, they left off the last 
mile of the south end; which is a very busy part of town as the footbridge is there, the beaches are 
there, there are several families, dog walkers, visitors, beach-goers, etc. and in addition to open 
space being important, it's critical that people be able to access them safely. My family never ever 
went bike riding and it was because that end of town is not conducive to walking, bicycling, or 
attempting to get anywhere safely....a real shame. Equally important is a bike path all along town.   
So, the space is important, but ACCESS to the sites is important. Mass in Motion provides monies 
to help facilitate things like this; the Committee should look into these monies for sure. 

9: Other 8-26 to expand Halibut Point State Park; 19-93 to control Rumrock Lake 
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Answered question: 112 

Skipped question: 137 

 

5: How many: 

 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Response Count 
Reside in your household? 0 38 117 30 37 8 2 232 

Are 18 years or younger? 150 17 29 4 5 0 0 205 

 

Answered question: 234 

Skipped question: 15 

 

7: What do you like MOST about living in Rockport? (Indicate the top THREE): 

 

Choice in Order Asked First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 134 35 8 177 

Small town character 24 59 25 108 

Very walkable town 5 22 46 73 

Sense of community 13 19 16 48 

Open space 15 34 22 71 

Art & cultural activities 2 21 30 53 

Town parks & beaches 12 11 22 45 

Access to Boston 8 3 12 23 

Friendly people 3 3 11 17 

Schools 6 2 1 9 

Local businesses rather than chain stores 6 4 16 26 

Recreational opportunities 1 9 8 18 

 

Choice in Response Count Order First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 134 35 8 177 

Small town character 24 59 25 108 

Very walkable town 5 22 46 73 

Open space 15 34 22 71 

Art & cultural activities 2 21 30 53 

Sense of community 13 19 16 48 

Town parks & beaches 12 11 22 45 

Local businesses rather than chain stores 6 4 16 26 

Access to Boston 8 3 12 23 

Recreational opportunities 1 9 8 18 

Friendly people 3 3 11 17 

Schools 6 2 1 9 

 

Other: 

Also checked: Sense of community; Town parks & beaches; Friendly people; Schools; Local businesses rather 

than chain stores; and Recreational opportunities 

Comment: all of the above 

Also checked: All other choices 

Interesting residents 

Also checked: Sense of community; Art & cultural activities; Town parks & beaches; Access to Boston; Friendly 

people; Local businesses rather than chain stores; and Recreational opportunities. Comment: All checked are 
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most important! 

Comment: this is hard! 
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Other: 

Also checked: Sense of community; Art & cultural activities; Town parks & beaches; and Recreational 

opportunities 

Also checked: Art & cultural activities; Town parks & beaches 

Also checked: Sense of community; Open space; Art & cultural activities; Town parks & beaches; Friendly 

people; Schools; Local businesses rather than chain stores; and Recreational opportunities 

Also checked: Open space; Town parks & beaches; Access to Boston; Local businesses rather than chain stores; 

and Recreational opportunities 

Also checked: Recreational opportunities 

Also checked: Open space; Art & cultural activities; Town parks & beaches; Schools; Local businesses rather 

than chain stores; and Recreational opportunities 

Also checked: Town parks & beaches and Recreational opportunities 

Recreational power boating 

Hiking Trails 

Retains some historical and rural character 

Really absolutely everything on this list PLUS the Historic Architecture! 

#4.  Winter, when the tourists are gone and we own our town. 

Ocean and beaches the same feel for me, as is the open space and recreation  

Rockport's special history and importance in the country's infrastructure. 

I honestly cannot answer because everything that I loved about this town is getting destroyed the town of 

Rockport allows these wealthy people to come in and destroy our historic buildings tear down our fields and put 

up view blocking mansions 

Love all the options 

Sense of community is really high on the list but I think local business and art/culture are instrumental in 

creating that community. 

Safe community (low crime etc.) 

...and every other characteristic listed above. 

All of the above are important, they are why I love living here 

The walkable woods 

Also love local businesses rather than chain stores, and single family homes NOT condos or gated communities 

1--ocean environ.  2. Town parks & beaches 3. recreational opportunities 

Art and cultural is really tied for #3 

Also #4 small town character. 

Ocean front property  

All of the above 

Feel safe & secure - little or no crime 

Commitment to recycling and reusing materials 

Small size and lack of large developments 

Like all of these things! 

Three are not enough! sense of community and local businesses=small town character, town beaches=ocean 

environment=recreational opportunities 

Abundance of hiking trails. 

Volunteer participation in municipal government 

 

Answered question: 231 

Skipped question: 18 

 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-14 
  

8: In 15- 20 years, how would you like to see Rockport’s mix of residential/business/open space (NUMBER 

1 & 2) 

 

Choice in Order Asked (& Response Count) First Second Response Count 
More protected open space 128 42 170 

Same general mix as it is now 72 61 133 

More business (thus more business/residential tax) 33 54 87 

More housing 26 37 63 

Build out into the woods 12 28 40 

Less protected open space 9 26 35 

 

Answered question: 226 

Skipped question: 23 

 

Other: 

1: _Stable_ businesses--entice to establish w/ tax breaks 

Education/regulation to preserve rock that builders, developers, realtors are currently blowing up to build 

Maintain & improve assets we already have 

Comment: Planning Board was correct 

More ethnic mix 

Please help prevent this: Build out into the woods 

More slips & moorings 

Rockport will become just another nondescript overcrowded suburb outside of Boston if measures aren't 

continued/increased to preserve the natural open and wooded spaces, history and small town charm of the town.  

Protect moderately priced housing; Prevent McMansions from being built 

Affordable housing-not mega mansions 

If more housing is needed and adaptive reuse is not possible, better to build into the woods than cram more 

houses onto small lots along the shore. The coast is what defines Rockport. Not the woods. Don't wreck the 

coast. 

Less development.  

Limit McMansions, height and spread 

Rockport could make better use of the residential/commercial areas that it has now, allowing for both better tax 

base expansion and protections of open spaces. 

Less bureaucracy small towns tend to have.  

Strategic waterfront development (Granite Pier etc.) 

This question #8 seems tilted towards development 

Encourage in-town food market and a few more dining spots. 

More business in existing spaces 

Affordable housing 

Affordable housing needs to be addressed in a more thoughtful and better way than what is currently. Based on 

the average age of resident, the old pass away, then mcmansions are built. What about having a development of 

first time buyer homes, so the kids that grew up here can move back? A development from habitat for humanity? 

No additional multiple family housing - condos 

Don't care...most likely I'll be dead (need market, Dr's office, basics) 

'Housing' in my answer means affordable 

Less traffic would be nice, so less building out. 

A better mix of small business on bearskin neck  

We must manage development intelligently or it will overtake us.  
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Terrible question - not answerable OR actionable! Who WROTE this survey and who approved it? 
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Other: 

Affordable housing!!!    

More trails, paths, etc. 

Less leased property (Long Beach) 
 

9: To preserve/add open space in Town, would you (check any or all) 

 

Choice in Order Asked (& Response Count) Response Percent Response Count 
Vote to change zoning laws 93.88% 184 

Donate $$ to buy land 50.51% 99 

Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 19.39% 38 

Contribute land to the Town 12.24% 24 

 

Answered question: 196 

Skipped question: 53 

 

10: What methods of open space protection do you support (check any or all): 

 

Choice in Order Asked (& Response Count) Response Percent Response Count 
Protection through Town bylaws/zoning regulation 84.21% 176 

Land acquisition by the Town 77.51% 162 

Acquisition only thru donations or government grants 39.71% 83 

 

Answered question: 209 

Skipped question: 40 
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Rockport Open Space Survey 2018: Rockport Schools: Sixth Grade 
 

1. How important is it to you for the town to preserve/acquire the following: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 

52.46% (32) 26.23% (16) 16.39% (10) 4.92% (3) 61 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 

66.13% (41) 16.13% (10) 16.13% (10) 1.61% (1) 62 

Forests and woodlands 63.93% (39) 21.31% (13) 8.20% (5) 6.56% (4) 61 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

26.98% (17) 34.92% (22) 25.40% (16) 12.70% (8) 63 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

30.00% (18) 31.67% (19) 26.67% (16) 11.67% (7) 60 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 56.67% (34) 30.00% (18) 8.33% (5) 5.00% (3) 60 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

23.73% (14) 38.98% (23) 33.90% (20) 3.39% (2) 59 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

42.37% (25) 30.51% (18) 18.64% (11) 8.47% (5) 59 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

36.67% (22) 23.33% (14) 23.33% (14) 16.67% (10) 60 

Historic/archeological sites 28.81% (17) 28.81% (17) 25.42% (15) 16.95% (10) 59 

Open space for active recreational 
needs (baseball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis etc.) 

54.24% (32) 28.81% (17) 13.56% (8) 3.39% (2) 59 

Add to the trail network 26.67% (16) 35.00% (21) 25.00% (15) 13.33% (8) 60 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

25.42% (15) 20.34% (12) 27.12% (16) 27.12% (16) 59 

 

Choice in Importance Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 66.13% (41) 16.13% (10) 16.13% (10) 1.61% (1) 62 

Forests and woodlands 63.93% (39) 21.31% (13) 8.20% (5) 6.56% (4) 61 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 56.67% (34) 30.00% (18) 8.33% (5) 5.00% (3) 60 

Open space for active recreational 
needs (baseball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis etc.) 54.24% (32) 28.81% (17) 13.56% (8) 3.39% (2) 59 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 52.46% (32) 26.23% (16) 16.39% (10) 4.92% (3) 61 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 42.37% (25) 30.51% (18) 18.64% (11) 8.47% (5) 59 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 23.73% (14) 38.98% (23) 33.90% (20) 3.39% (2) 59 

Buildings/places of historical or 36.67% (22) 23.33% (14) 23.33% (14) 16.67% (10) 60 
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architectural interest 

Add to the trail network 26.67% (16) 35.00% (21) 25.00% (15) 13.33% (8) 60 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 26.98% (17) 34.92% (22) 25.40% (16) 12.70% (8) 63 

Open space for public coastal 
access 30.00% (18) 31.67% (19) 26.67% (16) 11.67% (7) 60 

Historic/archeological sites 28.81% (17) 28.81% (17) 25.42% (15) 16.95% (10) 59 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 25.42% (15) 20.34% (12) 27.12% (16) 27.12% (16) 59 
 

Answered question: 63 

Skipped question: 0 
 

2. Indicate the recreational activities in which you or your family participate or would like to participate: 
 

Choice in Response Order  Response Percent Response Count 
Swimming 75.81% 47 

Beach 70.97% 44 

Dog walking 62.90% 39 

Bicycling 59.68% 37 

Walking 58.06% 36 

Fishing 56.45% 35 

Soccer 54.84% 34 

Kayaking/canoeing/rowing/sailboarding 50.00% 31 

Nature hikes 45.16% 28 

Outdoor basketball 45.16% 28 

Jogging 43.55% 27 

Ice skating/hockey/curling 43.55% 27 

Surfing 41.94% 26 

Horseback riding 38.71% 24 

Baseball 37.10% 23 

Golf 35.48% 22 

Mountain biking 35.48% 22 

Indoor basketball 35.48% 22 

Football 33.87% 21 

Power boating 32.26% 20 

Picnicking 30.65% 19 

Tennis 30.65% 19 

Cross-country skiing 29.03% 18 

Sailing 29.03% 18 

Track 27.42% 17 

Snowmobiling 27.42% 17 

Skateboarding 25.81% 16 

Snowshoeing 24.19% 15 

Plein air drawing/painting 24.19% 15 

Softball 22.58% 14 

Lacrosse 17.74% 11 

Tot playground 16.13% 10 

Birdwatching 14.52% 9 

Golf 0.00% 0 

Bicycling 0.00% 0 
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Mountain biking 0.00% 0 

Snowmobiling 0.00% 0 

Tot playground 0.00% 0 

 

Other: 

Science 

Searching tide pools 

ocean wildlife; Emergency room 

bowling 

Snow boarding 

Skiing 

Starbucks 

Lego Store 

Camping site 

Video games 

Field hockey 

Snow Boarding 

[At top:] I don't live in Rockport 

Lobstering 

[At top:] Don't live in Rockport 

Dancing 

Gardening 

canoeing 

Being good to the environment 

 

Answered question: 62 

Skipped question: 1 
 

3. How important for you are the town’s recreational places for: 
 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 55.93% (33) 20.34% (12) 13.56% (8) 10.17% (6) 59 
Young children (5 – 8) 57.89% (33) 28.07% (16) 7.02% (4) 7.02% (4) 57 
Upper elementary (9 – 12) 77.59% (45) 18.97% (11) 3.45% (2) 0.00% (0) 58 
Teenagers (13 – 18) 55.17% (32) 24.14% (14) 13.79% (8) 6.90% (4) 58 
Adults 55.17% (32) 24.14% (14) 13.79% (8) 6.90% 4() 58 
Handicapped 72.88% (43) 20.34% (12) 1.69% (1) 5.08% (3) 59 
Senior citizens 72.88% (43) 10.17% (6) 10.17% (6) 6.78% (4) 59 
 

Choice in Response Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 77.59% (45) 18.97% (11) 3.45% (2) 0.00% (0) 58 

Handicapped 72.88% (43) 20.34% (12) 1.69% (1) 5.08% (3) 59 

Senior citizens 72.88% (43) 10.17% (6) 10.17% (6) 6.78% (4) 59 

Young children (5 – 8) 57.89% (33) 28.07% (16) 7.02% (4) 7.02% (4) 57 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 55.93% (33) 20.34% (12) 13.56% (8) 10.17% (6) 59 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 55.17% (32) 24.14% (14) 13.79% (8) 6.90% (4) 58 
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Adults 55.17% (32) 24.14% (14) 13.79% (8) 6.90% 4() 58 
 

Answered question: 59 

Skipped question: 4 

 

4. Describe specific parcels in Rockport you would like the town to acquire for open space and what makes 

them unique for prioritization: 

 

more space for sports 

I don’t know 

I dk 

So makes them adults prioritization upper elementary 

Playgrounds are important for kid to have fun. 

I think Rockport should by an ocean area. 

I would like the town to buy a field so that there can be more sports teams. 

Starbucks 

Put in a skating rink and get a hockey team 

The skateboard park at Evans Field. 

NO 

little league baseball field with a fence because there is no true baseball feild for kids 

None Because I don't care 

I don’t know 

Starbucks to get food and drinks 

the woods 

the abandoned field horse place 

More Nature/environments = no cutting trees 

Rocky walkway to water or ocean! Ocean front! 

Woods 

I think we should have an indoor soccer field so we can play indoor soccer in a great place like Rockport 

Oceanfront view 

I would like fields 

All 

Starbucks 

Drive thrus!!! dog park! 

More ice cream shops. I want more pertiaktiv areas for animals 

town park because lots of people have/do activities there 

Woods 

 

Answered question: 29 

Skipped question: 34 

 

5: How many: 

 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Response Count 
Reside in your household? 0 3 2 11 23 11 8 58 

Are 18 years or younger? 1 14 24 8 6 2 1 56 

 

Answered question: 59 
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Skipped question: 4 
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7: What do you like MOST about living in Rockport? (indicate the top THREE): 

 

Choice in Order Asked First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 36 0 0 36 

Small town character 15 0 0 22 

Very walkable town 5 11 11 27 

Sense of community 0 0 1 1 

Open space 2 4 2 8 

Art & cultural activities 0 2 0 2 

Town parks & beaches 4 9 10 23 

Access to Boston 0 1 4 5 

Friendly people 0 10 7 17 

Schools 0 0 8 8 

Local businesses rather than chain stores 0 0 5 5 

Recreational opportunities 0 0 2 2 

 

Choice in Response Count Order First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 36 0 0 36 

Very walkable town 5 11 11 27 

Town parks & beaches 4 9 10 23 

Small town character 15 0 0 22 

Friendly people 0 10 7 17 

Open space 2 4 2 8 

Schools 0 0 8 8 

Access to Boston 0 1 4 5 

Local businesses rather than chain stores 0 0 5 5 

Art & cultural activities 0 2 0 2 

Recreational opportunities 0 0 2 2 

Sense of community 0 0 1 1 

 

Other: 

I don't live in Rockport 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches and Schools] 

[All checked except Local businesses rather than chain stores] 

[Also checked Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches, Friendly people and Schools, plus:] Small 
community 

[Also checked Open space, Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches, Access to Boston, Friendly people 
and Schools] 

All the dog friendlies 

[All checked] 

[Note on Town parks & beaches:] No beaches I hate the beach 

[Also checked Friendly people] 

[Also checked Access to Boston, Friendly people and Schools] 

Biking and walking paths 

[All checked except Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches and Local businesses rather than chain 
stores] 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches and Friendly people, plus:] Shops 

Sports 

[All checked except Access to Boston] 

[Also checked Access to Boston] 
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[All checked] 

[Also checked Friendly people and Schools] 

[Also checked Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches, Access to Boston and Friendly people, plus] Hate 
Schools 
 

Answered question: 54 

Skipped question: 9 

 

8: In 15- 20 years, how would you like to see Rockport’s mix of residential/business/open space (NUMBER 

1 & 2) 

 

Choice in Order Asked  First Second Response Count 

More protected open space 31 3 34 

Same general mix as it is now 11 14 25 
More business (thus more business/residential tax) 3 3 6 
More housing 2 8 10 

Build out into the woods 0 3 3 

Less protected open space 0 3 3 
 

Choice in Response Count Order First Second Response Count 

More protected open space 31 3 34 
Same general mix as it is now 11 14 25 

More housing 2 8 10 
More business (thus more business/residential tax) 3 3 6 

Build out into the woods 0 3 3 
Less protected open space 0 3 3 
 

Other: 

[Also checked More housing] 

[All checked] 

More sports areas 

Stores 

[Also checked More business (thus more business/residential tax)] 

[Additional comment:] I really want Starbucks 

[Additional comment:] we should have a little league field in Rockport 

[Also checked Less protected open space, plus:] Starbucks 

[Also checked Build out into the woods] 

[Also checked Build out into the woods, adding:] just a little 

[Also checked Build out into the woods] 

[Additional comment:] More fun thin for kids 

[Additional comment:] What is this for?! 

[Also checked More housing] [Additional comment:] We should have a grocery store 

[Also checked More housing] 

None 
 

Answered question: 48 

Skipped question: 15 
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9: To preserve/add open space in Town, would you (check any or all) 

 

Choice in Order Asked Response Percent Response Count 

Vote to change zoning laws 38.46% 10 
Donate $$ to buy land 65.38% 17 
Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 23.08% 6 
Contribute land to the Town 30.77% 8 
 

Choice in Response Count Order Response Percent Response Count 

Donate $$ to buy land 65.38% 17 
Vote to change zoning laws 38.46% 10 

Contribute land to the Town 30.77% 8 

Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 23.08% 6 
 

Answered question: 26 

Skipped question: 37 

 

10: What methods of open space protection do you support (check any or all): 

 

Choice in Order Asked Response Percent Response Count 
Protection through Town bylaws/zoning regulation 57.89% 11 
Land acquisition by the Town 52.63% 10 
Acquisition only thru donations or government grants 57.89% 11 
 

Choice in Response Count Order Response Percent Response Count 
Protection through Town bylaws/zoning regulation 57.89% 11 
Acquisition only thru donations or government grants 57.89% 11 
Land acquisition by the Town 52.63% 10 
 

Answered question: 19 

Skipped question: 44 
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Rockport Open Space Survey 2018: Rockport Schools: Seventh Grade 
 

1. How important is it to you for the town to preserve/acquire the following: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 

54.55% (24) 34.09% (15) 9.09% (4) 2.27% (1) 44 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 

53.33% (24) 35.56% (16) 8.89% (4) 2.22% (1) 45 

Forests and woodlands 45.45% (20) 45.45% (20) 4.55% (2) 4.55% (2) 44 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

50.00% (22) 31.82% (14) 13.64% (6) 4.55% (2) 44 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

40.91% (18) 31.82% (14) 25.00% (11) 2.27% (1) 44 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 52.27% (23) 29.55% (13) 13.64% (6) 4.55% (2) 44 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

31.82% (14) 38.64% (17) 22.73% (10) 6.82% (3) 44 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

47.73% (21) 31.82% (14) 11.36% (5) 9.09% (4) 44 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

26.19% (11) 40.48% (17) 19.05% (8) 14.29% (6) 42 

Historic/archeological sites 26.19% (11) 42.86% (18) 21.43% (9) 9.52% (4) 42 

Open space for active recreational 
needs (baseball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis etc.) 

67.44% (29) 25.58% (11) 4.65% (2) 2.33% (1) 43 

Add to the trail network 36.36% (16) 20.45% (9) 34.09% (15) 9.09% (4) 44 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

9.30% (40) 32.56% (14) 25.58% (11) 32.56% (14) 43 

 

Choice in Importance Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space for active recreational 
needs (baseball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis etc.) 

67.44% (29) 25.58% (11) 4.65% (2) 2.33% (1) 43 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 

54.55% (24) 34.09% (15) 9.09% (4) 2.27% (1) 44 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 

53.33% (24) 35.56% (16) 8.89% (4) 2.22% (1) 45 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 52.27% (23) 29.55% (13) 13.64% (6) 4.55% (2) 44 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

50.00% (22) 31.82% (14) 13.64% (6) 4.55% (2) 44 

Open space for passive 47.73% (21) 31.82% (14) 11.36% (5) 9.09% (4) 44 
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recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

Forests and woodlands 45.45% (20) 45.45% (20) 4.55% (2) 4.55% (2) 44 

Historic/archeological sites 26.19% (11) 42.86% (18) 21.43% (9) 9.52% (4) 42 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

40.91% (18) 31.82% (14) 25.00% (11) 2.27% (1) 44 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

26.19% (11) 40.48% (17) 19.05% (8) 14.29% (6) 42 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

31.82% (14) 38.64% (17) 22.73% (10) 6.82% (3) 44 

Add to the trail network 36.36% (16) 20.45% (9) 34.09% (15) 9.09% (4) 44 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

9.30% (40) 32.56% (14) 25.58% (11) 32.56% (14) 43 

 

Answered question: 45 

Skipped question: 2 

 

2. Indicate the recreational activities in which you or your family participate or would like to participate: 

 

Choice in Response Order  Response Percent Response Count 

Swimming 76.60% 36 

Walking  72.34% 34 

Beach  72.34% 34 

Bicycling 65.96% 31 

Kayaking/canoeing/rowing/sailboarding 63.83% 30 

Fishing  57.45% 27 

Soccer 57.45% 27 

Nature hikes  55.32% 26 

Dog walking 51.06% 24 

Jogging  48.94% 23 

Baseball 48.94% 23 

Ice skating/hockey/curling 48.94% 23 

Tennis  42.55% 20 

Outdoor basketball 40.43% 19 

Surfing 38.30% 18 

Indoor basketball  38.30% 18 

Power boating 34.04% 16 

Picnicking 31.91% 15 

Sailing  31.91% 15 

Horseback riding  31.91% 15 

Football 31.91% 15 

Mountain biking 27.66% 13 

Track 27.66% 13 

Skateboarding  25.53% 12 

Plein air drawing/painting 25.53% 12 
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Cross-country skiing  23.40% 11 

Golf 23.40% 11 

Snowmobiling  21.28% 10 

Snowshoeing  19.15% 9 

Birdwatching  17.02% 8 

Softball  17.02% 8 

Lacrosse 17.02% 8 

Tot playground 14.89% 7 

Golf  0.00% 0 

Bicycling  0.00% 0 

Mountain biking  0.00% 0 

Snowmobiling  0.00% 0 

Tot playground 0.00% 0 
 

Other: 

Boy Scouts 

[not specified] 

? 

Scootering 

Basketball 

Go-karting 

Camping in some areas 

Snowboarding 
 

Answered question: 47 

Skipped question: 0 
 

3. How important for you are the town’s recreational places for: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 20.00% (9) 33.33% (15) 22.22% (10) 24.44% (11) 45 

Young children (5 – 8) 34.09% (15) 29.55% (13) 31.82% (14) 4.55% (2) 44 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 56.52% (26) 34.78% (16) 6.52% (3) 2.17% (1) 46 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 65.22% (30) 32.61% (15) 0.00% (0) 2.17% (1) 46 

Adults 52.17% (24) 28.26% (13) 15.22% (7) 4.35% (2) 46 

Handicapped 50.00% (22) 36.36% (16) 9.09% (4) 4.55% (2) 44 

Senior citizens 43.18% (19) 36.36% (16) 13.64% (6) 6.82% (3) 44 
 

Choice in Response Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 65.22% (30) 32.61% (15) 0.00% (0) 2.17% (1) 46 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 56.52% (26) 34.78% (16) 6.52% (3) 2.17% (1) 46 

Adults 52.17% (24) 28.26% (13) 15.22% (7) 4.35% (2) 46 

Handicapped 50.00% (22) 36.36% (16) 9.09% (4) 4.55% (2) 44 

Senior citizens 43.18% (19) 36.36% (16) 13.64% (6) 6.82% (3) 44 
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Young children (5 – 8) 34.09% (15) 29.55% (13) 31.82% (14) 4.55% (2) 44 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 20.00% (9) 33.33% (15) 22.22% (10) 24.44% (11) 45 
 

Answered question: 46 

Skipped question: 1 

 

4. Describe specific parcels in Rockport you would like the town to acquire for open space and what makes 

them unique for prioritization: 

 

A pool would be nice because some people don't like the sand t the beach. So many people would go to the pool. 

The beaches so people can hang out. 

None 

Seaview Farms 

Off of Rowe Ave near the house with the glass front house. There is a big field with a huge tree. 

Sport fields, canoeing/kayaking, ice rink/hockey, cross country skiing 

Near steel Derrek, make something useful out of the place where the stone house is. 

None 

None? 

I don't see. 

No preference. Just not the woods. 

I want a bait and tackle shop in Rockport 

None 

None 

I think that all of the open areas left should stay open. Rockport already overflows with buildings, we don't need 

more. 

None 

None 

No 

? 

Some biking/hiking/snowshoe/cross country skiing in the South Woods 

Sea View Farm would make room for fields of courts. 

Old bamboo factory behind 24 King Street 

I would like to make more open space for baseball fields. 

Outdoor or indoor basketball court 

I don't know 

The areas in the woods with trails behind the school. It is a fun space for hiking and natures walks. Boy Scouts 

frequently use that area. 

Open land on South St. 

A bigger visitor center, so people can know more about the town 

More open space and keep more woods 

 

Answered question: 29 

Skipped question: 18 

 

5: How many: 

 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Response Count 
Reside in your household? 0 0 5 3 22 9 4 43 
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Are 18 years or younger? 1 10 18 10 2 1 0 42 

 

Answered question: 43 

Skipped question: 4 
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7: What do you like MOST about living in Rockport? (indicate the top THREE): 

 

Choice in Order Asked First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 30 0 0 30 

Small town character 6 11 0 17 

Very walkable town 8 12 6 26 

Sense of community 0 3 1 4 

Open space 1 4 0 5 

Art & cultural activities 0 4 1 5 

Town parks & beaches 0 6 10 16 

Access to Boston 0 2 1 3 

Friendly people 0 2 10 12 

Schools 0 1 8 9 

Local businesses rather than chain stores 0 0 4 4 

Recreational opportunities 0 0 4 4 

 

Choice in Response Count Order First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 30 0 0 30 

Very walkable town 8 12 6 26 

Small town character 6 11 0 17 

Town parks & beaches 0 6 10 16 

Friendly people 0 2 10 12 

Schools 0 1 8 9 

Open space 1 4 0 5 

Art & cultural activities 0 4 1 5 

Sense of community 0 3 1 4 

Local businesses rather than chain stores 0 0 4 4 

Recreational opportunities 0 0 4 4 

Access to Boston 0 2 1 3 

 

Other: 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches and Local businesses rather than chain stores] 

[Lots of scribbles] 

[Crossed out Town parks] 

Hiking trails 

 

Answered question: 45 

Skipped question: 2 

 

8: In 15- 20 years, how would you like to see Rockport’s mix of residential/business/open space (NUMBER 

1 & 2) 

 

Choice in Order Asked  First Second Response Count 
More protected open space 27 6 33 

Same general mix as it is now 13 18 31 

More business (thus more business/residential tax) 3 4 7 

More housing 0 2 2 

Build out into the woods 0 3 3 

Less protected open space 0 3 3 
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Choice in Response Count Order First Second Response Count 
More protected open space 27 6 33 

Same general mix as it is now 13 18 31 

More business (thus more business/residential tax) 3 4 7 

Build out into the woods 0 3 3 

Less protected open space 0 3 3 

More housing 0 2 2 

 

Other: 

I like the woods :) 

[Lots of scribbles] 

Protect the beaches 

Sports 

I want it to stay similar as it is now 

Less art shops and more variety/more odd shops. (#9: I want _more_ woods) 

Less only summer homes were they taxes 1/11 of the year 

More woodland areas 

 

Answered question: 45 

Skipped question: 2 

 

9: To preserve/add open space in Town, would you (check any or all) 

 

Choice in Order Asked Response Percent Response Count 
Vote to change zoning laws 48.72% 19 

Donate $$ to buy land 48.72% 19 

Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 30.77% 12 

Contribute land to the Town 35.90% 14 

 

Choice in Response Count Order Response Percent Response Count 
Vote to change zoning laws 48.72% 19 

Donate $$ to buy land 48.72% 19 

Contribute land to the Town 35.90% 14 

Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 30.77% 12 

 

Answered question: 39 

Skipped question: 8 

 

10: What methods of open space protection do you support (check any or all): 

 

Choice in Order Asked (and Response Count) Response Percent Response Count 
Protection through Town bylaws/zoning regulation 78.38% 29 

Land acquisition by the Town 48.65% 18 

Acquisition only thru donations or government grants 35.14% 13 

 
Answered question: 37 

Skipped question: 10 
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Rockport Open Space Survey 2018: Rockport Schools: Eighth Grade 
 

1. How important is it to you for the town to preserve/acquire the following: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 

47.95% (35) 32.88% (24) 13.70% (10) 5.48% (4) 73 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 

54.79% (40) 30.14% (22) 9.59% (7) 5.48% (4) 73 

Forests and woodlands 67.12% (49) 21.92% (16) 4.11% (3) 6.85% (5) 73 
Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

40.28% (29) 29.17% (21) 20.83% (15) 9.72% (7) 72 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

49.32% (36) 27.40% (20) 13.70% (10) 9.59% (7) 73 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 54.79% (40) 26.03% (19) 10.96% (8) 8.22% (6) 73 
Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

36.11% (26) 31.94% (23) 15.28% (11) 16.67% (12) 72 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

46.58% (34) 26.03% (19) 13.70% (10) 13.70% (10) 73 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

34.25% (25) 21.92% (16) 23.29% (17) 20.55% (15) 73 

Historic/archeological sites 41.10% (30) 13.70% (10) 23.29% (17) 21.92% (16) 73 
Open space for active recreational 
needs (baseball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis etc.) 

50.00% (36) 27.78% (20) 11.11% (8) 11.11% (8) 72 

Add to the trail network 30.14% (22) 34.25% (25) 17.81% (13) 17.81% (13) 73 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

19.18% (14) 17.81% (13) 28.77% (21) 34.25% (25) 73 

 

Choice in Importance Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Forests and woodlands 67.12% (49) 21.92% (16) 4.11% (3) 6.85% (5) 73 

Open space to protect wetlands 
and wildlife habitat 

54.79% (40) 30.14% (22) 9.59% (7) 5.48% (4) 73 

Provide bike paths/sidewalks 54.79% (40) 26.03% (19) 10.96% (8) 8.22% (6) 73 

Open space for active recreational 
needs (baseball fields, soccer 
fields, tennis etc.) 

50.00% (36) 27.78% (20) 11.11% (8) 11.11% (8) 72 

Open space for public coastal 
access 

49.32% (36) 27.40% (20) 13.70% (10) 9.59% (7) 73 

Open space to protect 
groundwater and drinking water 
resources 

47.95% (35) 32.88% (24) 13.70% (10) 5.48% (4) 73 

Open space for passive 
recreational needs (hiking, XC 
skiing, horseback riding, etc.) 

46.58% (34) 26.03% (19) 13.70% (10) 13.70% (10) 73 
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Historic/archeological sites 41.10% (30) 13.70% (10) 23.29% (17) 21.92% (16) 73 

Provide long term protection of 
existing trail network 

40.28% (29) 29.17% (21) 20.83% (15) 9.72% (7) 72 

Contiguous/continuous open 
space areas 

36.11% (26) 31.94% (23) 15.28% (11) 16.67% (12) 72 

Buildings/places of historical or 
architectural interest 

34.25% (25) 21.92% (16) 23.29% (17) 20.55% (15) 73 

Add to the trail network 30.14% (22) 34.25% (25) 17.81% (13) 17.81% (13) 73 

Open space to preserve real 
estate values 

19.18% (14) 17.81% (13) 28.77% (21) 34.25% (25) 73 

 

Answered question: 73 

Skipped question: 0 

 

2. Indicate the recreational activities in which you or your family participate or would like to participate: 

 

Choice in Response Order  Response Percent Response Count 

Walking  72.46% 50 

Swimming 76.81% 53 

Beach  73.91% 51 

Bicycling 63.77% 44 

Dog walking 55.07% 38 

Kayaking/canoeing/rowing/sailboarding 47.83% 33 

Nature hikes  44.93% 31 

Jogging  44.93% 31 

Fishing  42.03% 29 

Ice skating/hockey/curling 40.58% 28 

Power boating 34.78% 24 

Soccer 33.33% 23 

Surfing 28.99% 20 

Picnicking 27.54% 19 

Sailing  26.09% 18 

Tennis  26.09% 18 

Mountain biking 26.09% 18 

Baseball 26.09% 18 

Indoor basketball  26.09% 18 

Softball  26.09% 18 

Football 26.09% 18 

Outdoor basketball 24.64% 17 

Plein air drawing/painting 24.64% 17 

Track 23.19% 16 

Horseback riding  18.84% 13 

Cross-country skiing  17.39% 12 

Snowmobiling  17.39% 12 

Snowshoeing  17.39% 12 
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Skateboarding  15.94% 11 

Golf 14.49% 10 

Lacrosse 10.14% 7 

Birdwatching  8.70% 6 

Tot playground 8.70% 6 

Golf  0.00% 0 

Bicycling  0.00% 0 

Mountain biking  0.00% 0 

Snowmobiling  0.00% 0 

Tot playground 0.00% 0 
 

Other: 

Boxing facility 

Dog walks 

Softball fields for JV, swimming pool 

Open space for Frisbee 

Field hockey 

Field hockey 

Horse walking 

Areal silks/trapeze 

Paintball 

Video games 

 

Answered question: 69 

Skipped question: 4 

 

3. How important for you are the town’s recreational places for: 

 

Choice in Order Asked Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Toddlers (up to age 4) 41.43% (29) 25.71% (18) 14.29% (10) 18.57% (13) 70 

Young children (5 – 8) 47.14% (33) 24.29% (17) 14.29% (10) 14.29% (10) 70 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 49.30% (35) 23.94% (17) 16.90% (12) 9.86% (7) 71 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 73.24% (52) 19.72% (14) 4.23% (3) 2.82% (2) 71 

Adults 42.86% (30) 38.57% (27) 15.71% (11) 2.86% (2) 70 

Handicapped 54.41% (37) 29.41% (20) 10.29% (7) 5.88% (4) 68 

Senior citizens 47.83% (33) 27.54% (19) 15.94% (11) 8.70% (6) 69 
 

Choice in Response Order Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Less 
Important 

Not 
Important 

Response 
Count 

Teenagers (13 – 18) 73.24% (52) 19.72% (14) 4.23% (3) 2.82% (2) 71 

Handicapped 54.41% (37) 29.41% (20) 10.29% (7) 5.88% (4) 68 

Upper elementary (9 – 12) 49.30% (35) 23.94% (17) 16.90% (12) 9.86% (7) 71 

Senior citizens 47.83% (33) 27.54% (19) 15.94% (11) 8.70% (6) 69 

Young children (5 – 8) 47.14% (33) 24.29% (17) 14.29% (10) 14.29% (10) 70 

Adults 42.86% (30) 38.57% (27) 15.71% (11) 2.86% (2) 70 
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Toddlers (up to age 4) 41.43% (29) 25.71% (18) 14.29% (10) 18.57% (13) 70 
 

Answered question: 71 

Skipped question: 2 

 

4. Describe specific parcels in Rockport you would like the town to acquire for open space and what makes 

them unique for prioritization: 

 

Better fields for sports 

Maybe some more big stores so we don't need to go to Gloucester 

This isn't open space but I think there should be more quarry passes because I live right in from of (literally 
have a path in my yard) the quarry and we can’t find a pass 

More equine, snowmobile trails 

I think Rockport is a great town but I would like to eliminate parking at Bare skin neck so there is open space 

Scootering 

More woods paths to walk on [crossed out] 

I don't know 
 

Answered question: 8 

Skipped question: 65 

 

5: How many: 

 

 0 1 2 3 4 5 6+ Response Count 
Reside in your household? 0 1 5 10 21 23 7 67 

Are 18 years or younger? 0 13 33 12 4 2 1 65 

 

Answered question: 68 

Skipped question: 5 

 

7: What do you like MOST about living in Rockport? (indicate the top THREE): 

 

Choice in Order Asked First Second Third Response Count 
Ocean environment 44 0 0 44 
Small town character 6 19 0 25 
Very walkable town 4 15 16 35 
Sense of community 3 3 1 7 
Open space 0 2 2 4 
Art & cultural activities 0 1 2 3 
Town parks & beaches 3 9 6 18 
Access to Boston 1 3 6 10 
Friendly people 1 5 5 11 
Schools 2 5 5 12 
Local businesses rather than chain stores 0 1 9 10 
Recreational opportunities 0 0 6 6 
 

Choice in Response Count Order First Second Third Response Count 
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Ocean environment 44 0 0 44 
Very walkable town 4 15 16 35 
Small town character 6 19 0 25 
Town parks & beaches 3 9 6 18 
Schools 2 5 5 12 
Friendly people 1 5 5 11 

Access to Boston 1 3 6 10 
Local businesses rather than chain stores 0 1 9 10 
Sense of community 3 3 1 7 

Recreational opportunities 0 0 6 6 
Open space 0 2 2 4 
Art & cultural activities 0 1 2 3 
 

Other: 

[Also checked Schools] 

[All checked except Recreational opportunities] 

[All checked] 

[Also checked Friendly people and Local businesses rather than chain stores] 

[All checked] 

[All checked except Art & cultural activities] 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches, Access to Boston, Schools and Local businesses rather than chain stores] 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches and Recreational opportunities] 

[Next to Friendly people: no! NO one is friendly. I cross the street every day, and no-one stops for me!] 

[Also checked Access to Boston and Recreational opportunities] 

[All checked] 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches, Access to Boston and Friendly people 

Sports 

[Also checked Friendly people and Schools] plus Rockport sports teams (field hockey, soccer, etc) 

[Also checked Sense of community, Open space, Town parks & beaches, Access to Boston, Friendly people and 

Schools 

[All checked] 

[Checked all items except Open space] 

[Also checked Town parks & beaches, Friendly people, Schools and Local businesses rather than chain stores] 

[Also checked Ocean environment, Small town character, Open space and Art & cultural activities] 

[Also checked Sense of community, Open space, Town parks & beaches, Friendly people and Schools] 

Nothing i want to leave 

[Also checked Open space, Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches and Access to Boston] 

[Checked all items, plus:] Having such a beautiful town 

[Also checked Open space, Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches, Access to Boston, Friendly people 

and Schools] 

[Checked all items] 

Library 

[Also checked Sense of community, Art & cultural activities, Town parks & beaches, Friendly people, Schools 

and Recreational opportunities] 

[Also checked Friendly people] 

[Also checked Access to Boston and Friendly people] 

I don't. 
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Answered question: 64 

Skipped question: 9 
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8: In 15- 20 years, how would you like to see Rockport’s mix of residential/business/open space (NUMBER 

1 & 2) 

 

Choice in Order Asked  First Second Response Count 
More protected open space 10 1 11 

Same general mix as it is now 5 3 8 

More business (thus more business/residential tax) 2 0 2 

More housing 2 1 3 

Build out into the woods 1 0 1 

Less protected open space 0 1 1 

 

Choice in Response Count Order First Second Response Count 
More protected open space 10 1 11 

Same general mix as it is now 5 3 8 

More housing 2 1 3 

More business (thus more business/residential tax) 2 0 2 

Build out into the woods 1 0 1 

Less protected open space 0 1 1 

 

Other: 

[next to Build out into the woods: most definitely not] 

Stop building more houses, the town is too expensive 

Nothing 

I really don't care ("I wouldn't" and "I don't care" to #9&10) 

 

Answered question: 20 

Skipped question: 53 

 

9: To preserve/add open space in Town, would you (check any or all) 

 

Choice in Order Asked Response Percent Response Count 
Vote to change zoning laws 50.00% 4 

Donate $$ to buy land 50.00% 4 

Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 0.00% 0 

Contribute land to the Town 25.00% 2 

 

Choice in Response Count Order Response Percent Response Count 
Vote to change zoning laws 50.00% 4 

Donate $$ to buy land 50.00% 4 

Contribute land to the Town 25.00% 2 

Rewrite your deed to limit future use of your land 0.00% 0 

 

Answered question: 8 

Skipped question: 65 
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10: What methods of open space protection do you support (check any or all): 

 

Choice in Order Asked Response Percent Response Count 
Protection through Town bylaws/zoning regulation 50.00% 3 

Land acquisition by the Town 33.33% 2 

Acquisition only thru donations or government grants 50.00% 3 

 

Choice in Response Count Order Response Percent Response Count 
Protection through Town bylaws/zoning regulation 50.00% 3 

Acquisition only thru donations or government grants 50.00% 3 

Land acquisition by the Town 33.33% 2 

 
Answered question: 37 

Skipped question: 10 
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Appendix 2  
 

Mailing List for Rockport 2019 Draft Report Review 
 

Please forward all comments to: 

 Lawrence Neal lneal33@gmail.com 

 

Or mailed to 

Rockport Town Hall 

Attn: Lawrence Neal  

34 Broadway 

Rockport, MA 01966  

 

 

Groups that we are required to receive review comments from: 
 

Board of Selectmen 
Mitchell Vieira Town Administrator mvieira@rockportma.gov 

Sarah Wilkinson Chairperson                               sarahjwilk@gmail.com  

Donald Campbell Vice Chairperson  dcampbell@rockportma.gov 

 

Conservation Committee 
Armand Aparo Chairperson  coastalconstruction100@gmail.com 

David McKinnon Vice Chairperson                      d76mc@gmail.com 

Gerri Falco Agent gfalco@rockportma.gov 

 

Planning Board 
Herman Lilja Chairperson herman.lilja @gmail.com 

Edward Hand Vice Chairperson edwardhand2@gmail.com 

Mary Bourguignon Administrative mbourguignon@rockportma.gov 

 

Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
Marc Draisen, Executive Director mdraisen@mapc.org 

 

 

Other groups that we invited to send us review comments: 
 

Department of Public Works Commissioners 
Jim Gardner Chairperson jkgardner@gmail.com 

 

Department of Public Works 
Joe Parisi Director jparisi@rockportma.gov 

 

Watershed Protection Committee  
Tom Mikus Member tmikus@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:lneal33@gmail.com
mailto:mvieira@rockportma.gov
mailto:mdraisen@mapc.org
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Recreation Committee 
Donna Marshall  rockportrecreation@msn.com 

 

Rights of Way Committee 
Tom Mikus Chairperson  tmikus@yahoo.com 

Monica Lawton   Vice Chairperson                      monicalawton2@gmail.com 

 

Green Community Task Force 
David Perry Chairperson davidperry14@gmail.com 

 

Board of Appeals 
Alan Battistelli Chairperson 

Peter Bergholtz Vice Chairperson kenbar@aol.com 

Helen Barnett Administration                               hbarnett@rockportma.gov 

 

Board of Health 
Health Agent Leslie Whelan                                 lwhelan@rockportma.gov 

Marianne Peters Administration  mpeters@rockportma.com 

 

Essex County Greenbelt 
Kate Bowditch President kbowditch@ecga.org 

 

Cape Ann Trail Stewards 
Nicholas Holland VP, Treasurer nholland99@yahoo.com 

 

Dogtown Advisory Committee 
Mark Carlotto Chairperson  markcarlotto@comcast.net 

 

Millbrook Meadow Committee 
Sam Coulbourn Chairperson  scoulbourn@verizon.net 

 

mailto:tmikus@yahoo.com
mailto:monicalawton2@gmail.com
mailto:hbarnett@rockportma.gov
mailto:kbowditch@ecga.org
mailto:nholland99@yahoo.com
mailto:markcarlotto@comcast.net
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Appendix 3: Public Comments 
 

Note: Add after this circulation 

 

 

Appendix G: ADA Access Self Evaluation 
 

The Rockport Town Administrator, Michael J. Racicot, is our Board of Selectman’s designated ADA 

Coordinator. 

 

The ADA Self- Evaluation presented below was completed with the involvement of the Rockport Open Space and 

Recreation Committee, the Rockport ADA Coordinator and a disabled Rockport resident, who with his service 

dog regularly travels and uses many of the areas described. The evaluations and interviews were conducted in first 

in March and April of 2009. ADA self-audit and interviews where performed again and updated in Oct and Nov 

of 2018.  

 

Below please find copies of the following items: 

 Town of Rockport ADA Grievance Procedure 

 Town of Rockport Americans with Disabilities Act Public Notice 

 ADA Coordinators statement on the towns Employment Practices 

 Recreation Committees program accessibility statement 

 ADA Self- Evaluation of the towns Conservation Commission and Recreation Areas and their Programs: 

1. Beach Areas: Front, Back, Old Garden, Cape Hedge, Long, Pebble  

2. North Uplands: Liljas Quarry, Pigeon Hill, Pine Pit, Pingree Trails 

3. Parklands: Manning, Millbrook Meadow, Millbrook Pond, Harvey, Barletta, Seafencibles  

4. Recreation Areas: Pingree Park, Evans Field, School Playing Fields 

5. Rocky Shoreline Access Areas: Halibut Point, Atlantic Path, Loblolly/Emerson Point, Pigeon 

Cove, Granite Pier 

6. South End Uplands: Penzance Road Marsh, Eden Road, Kieran Preserve, Delamater Sanctuary, 

Waring Field 

7. Town Center Ocean Access: T-Wharf, Bearskin Neck, Old Harbor/Pier Avenue, Headlands, 

Motif No. 1 

 Summary Sheet of Access Related Comments and Findings 

 Transition Plan 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-45 
  

 
 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-46 
  

 
 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-47 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF ROCKPORT, MA 
TOWN OF ROCKPORT HARASSMENT AND SEXUAL 

HARASSMENT COMPLAINT PROCEDURE 
Any employee who believes they have been subjected to – or has witnessed – a form of harassment or sexual harassment 
should comply with the following procedure(s) in order to report an alleged charge or incident of harassment. 
Confidentiality will be maintained throughout the investigatory process to the extent practical and appropriate under the 
circumstances to protect the privacy of persons involved. Investigations may include interviews with parties involved and, 
where necessary, with individuals who may have observed the alleged conduct or may have relevant knowledge.  
Step 1: The individual alleging harassment, where appropriate, must first communicate to the alleged harasser that the 
conduct exhibited is either unwelcome and/or unlawful and a violation of the Town’s Harassment Policy.  
Step 2: If such conduct continues, the individual alleging harassment may prefer to discuss the issue with his or her 
supervisor if appropriate; if not, the individual will report the incident to the Harassment Grievance Officer (who will 
immediately and thoroughly conduct a preliminary investigation of the complaint at the following address and telephone 
number:  
 
Mitchell R. Vieira, Interim Town Administrator  
Town Hall Office Building, 34 Broadway  
Rockport, MA 01966  
Phone: 978-546-6786  
 
Step 3: If, after the completion of this preliminary investigation, it is determined that there is reasonable cause for finding a 
violation of this Policy, the Grievance Officer will notify the complainant and the alleged harasser of the finding. The alleged 
harasser will be provided with the details of the complaint and given the opportunity to refute the allegation by responding 
verbally or in writing, providing all specifics in support of rebuttal. Investigative efforts and interviews will be documented 
in an internal administrative memorandum, directed to the Interim Town Administrator and/or the appropriate department 
head.  
The Grievance Officer shall issue a statement of findings that addresses an allegation in the complaint. If the allegations of 
harassment are unsubstantiated, the matter will be closed internally. If, after appropriate investigation, the allegations are 
shown to be deliberately false, the Interim Town Administrator will determine the potential for – and the type and severity 
of – disciplinary action against the complainant. If the investigative report concludes that a violation of the Town’s Policy 
has occurred, the allegations shall be submitted to the Interim Town Administrator and then to Town Counsel for review, 
analysis, and disposition. In any case, the employee making the complaint also has a right to file a complaint with the 
following State and Federal Agencies: 
  
Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination                                      Equal Employment Opportunity Commission  
One Ashburton Place – Room 601                                                                    One Congress Street – 10th Floor  
Boston, MA 02108                                                                                                Boston, MA 02114  
Ph. 617-273990                                                                                                     Ph. 617-565-3200 TDD: 617-565-3204  
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Any retaliatory action taken by an employee against any other employee as a result of an individual’s seeking redress under 
this procedure is prohibited and shall be regarded as a separate and distinct cause for complaint under this procedure and 
as a basis for disciplinary action against the offending employee.  
The Board of Selectmen affirms its responsibilities to provide a work environment free of harassment and recognizes that 
such an environment is the result of continued responsible action and behavior by all employees. Any employee is 
encouraged to raise questions regarding harassment or other barriers to equal employment opportunity with the Interim 
Town Administrator.  
 

TOWN OF ROCKPORT 
BY IT’S BOARD OF SELECTMEN JUNE 2014 

TOWN OF ROCKPORT, MA 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

The Town of Rockport does not discriminate on the basis of disability. 
Program applicants, members of the general public, employees, job 
applicants, and others are entitled access to all Town programs, activities, 
and services without regard to disability. 
  
Copies of the notice are available, upon request, in accessible formats (large 
print, audiotape, Braille, computer disc, etc.). Our grievance procedure, self-
evaluation, as well as ADA policies, practices, and procedures are readily 
available upon request. This notice is posted prominently at all our sites and 
on all program brochures and manuals. 
  
The Town of Rockport has designated the following person to coordinate its 
efforts to comply with the ADA. Inquiries, requests, and complaints should be 
directed to:  

ADA Coordinator, Mitchell R. Vieira 
Town of Rockport 

34 Broadway 
Rockport, MA 01966 
Phone: 978-546-6786 

Fax: 978-546-2881 
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Email: mvieira@rockportma.gov 
 
 
 
 

 
TOWN OF ROCKPORT, MA 

TOWN OF ROCKPORT 
ADA GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

 
This Grievance Procedure is established to meet the requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act. A 
person with a disability – or their authorized representatives who believe that they have been 
discriminated against on the basis of disability in employment or the provisions of services, activities, 
programs, or benefits – are encouraged to use it to bring their complaints to the attention of the Town of 
Rockport.  
 
The complaint should be submitted in writing, by email, or an audiotape to the ADA Coordinator. It should 
include a description of the alleged discriminatory incident or action, the place and date of its occurrence, 
and the name of any employee or representative of the Town of Rockport involved. The complaint should 
also include the name, address, and telephone number of the person bringing the complaint or their 
authorized representative. If assistance is needed to file or pursue the complaint, the ADA Coordinator, 
upon request, will provide it. The complaint should be submitted as soon as possible but no later than sixty 
(60) calendar days after the alleged discriminatory incident. The complaint must be sent to:  
 

ADA Coordinator, Mitchell R. Vieira 
Town of Rockport 

34 Broadway 
Rockport, MA 01966 
Phone: 978-546-6786 

Fax: 978-546-2881 
Email: mvieira@rockportma.gov 

 
Within fifteen (15) calendar days after receipt of the complaint, the ADA Coordinator will meet with the 
complainant to clarify the acts of the incident and discuss possible resolutions. Within fifteen (15) calendar 
days after the meeting, the ADA Coordinator will respond in writing or – if needed – in an alternate format 
preferred by the complainant such as large print, email, Braille, or audiotape. The response will explain the 
position of the Town of Rockport and offer options for substantive resolution of the complaint. 
  

mailto:mvieira@rockportma.gov
mailto:mvieira@rockportma.gov
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If the ADA Coordinator’s response does not satisfactorily resolve the issue, the complainant and/or his/her 
designee may appeal the ADA Coordinator’s decision within fifteen (15) calendar days of its receipt to the 
Board of Selectmen or their designee.  
 
The Board of Selectmen or their designee will respond in writing and, where appropriate, in a format 
accessible to the complainant, with a final resolution of the complaint. All complaints received by the ADA 
Coordinator, appeals to the Board of Selectmen or their designee, and responses from the ADA Coordinator 
and the Board of Selectmen or their designee will be kept by the Town of Rockport for at least four (4) 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Recreation Department of Rockport provides a variety of programs to the community from the age of 4 to the 

mature citizen.  Tennis for all ages, T- Ball, Senior Exercise, Adult Volleyball, Youth Basketball, and our Play 

Ground program provide affordable programs with the emphasis on participation and not competition.  Our 

programs are always held at ADA approved locations without restriction.  We encourage all to participate 

regardless of age or athletic ability. 

 

The programs are held at a variety of locations in Rockport that are all ADA accessible and include: 

 

 Rockport High School Gymnasium 

  Rockport Elementary School Gymnasium 

  Town Playing Fields 

 The Rockport Congregational Church 

 

Sincerely, 

Donna Marshall-Higgins 
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Co-Chair Recreation Committee 
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Beach Areas 
 

ADA Self Evaluation Recreation/ConCom     

Beach Areas FRONT 
BEACH 

BACK 
BEACH 

OLD 
GARDE
N 
BEACH 

CAPE 
HEDGE 

LONG 
BEACH 

PEBBL
E 
BEACH 

 Main 
swimming 
beach in 
town area. 

Rocky 
cove with 
pebble and 
sand 
areas. 

Small 
sand and 
pebble 
stone 
beach 
with open 
lawn 

Sand and 
pebbled 
stone 
beach, with 
large 
pebbled 
dune. 

Largest sand 
beach. 

Pebbled 
stone 
dune with 
small 
sand 
areas. 

Notes Hard 
surfaced 
scenic 
viewing 
and sitting 
area 
NW 
entrance 
has been 
reconstruct
ed this 
Audit 
 

Hard 
surface 
path scenic 
viewing 
and sitting 
area 

Mowed 
lawn 
scenic 
viewing 
and 
sitting 
area. 
Adjoining 
Davis 
Park 
added 
this Audit 

Hard 
surfaced 
scenic 
viewing and 
sitting area. 
Adjoining 
Cape 
Hedge 
Overlook 
added this 
Audit 
Fish from 
Overlook 

Summer 
cottage 
community. 
Seawall 
walkway 
improved this 
Audit 

Public 
roadway 
passes 
directly 
adjacent 
to the 
beach 
and 
pebble 
dune. 
Fish from 
beach 

     Seawall 
walkway 
widened by 6’ 
and uneven 
concrete and 
grass changed 
to compacted 
stone dust 

 

     Part of the 
beach is in and 
owned by the 
City of 
Gloucester 

 

NA= NOT APPLICABLE       

Y= YES TO STANDARD       

N= NO TO STANDARD       

       

PICNIC TABLES AND BENCHES      
NOTES Sitting 

benches 
with paved 
path of 
travel to 
them. New 
benches 
and 

Sitting 
benches 
with paved 
path of 
travel to 
them 

Sitting 
benches 
and 
picnic 
table on 
lawn and 
viewing 
area 

Sitting 
benches 
with paved 
path of 
travel to 
them. 
Granite 
benches on 

Seawall 
walkway  10’ 
wide concrete 
and 
compacted 
stone dust 

NONE 
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seating 
added 

Overlook 

       

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

TRASH CANS       
Cans located adjacent to 
accessible paths 

Y Y Y Y N N 

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

TRAILS NONE NONE N N NONE NONE 

       

POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

BEACHES       
Location from accessible 
path to water  

N N N N N N 

Handrails N N N N N N 

Location from accessible 
parking  

Y Y N Y Y N 

Shade provided Y Y Y N Y N 

       

PLAY AREAS (TOT 
LOTS) 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

GAME AREAS 
baseball,basketball, 
tennis 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

Boat Docks NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

FISHING FACILITES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

PROGRAMMING NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

SERVICES AND 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

PARKING       
NOTES / PARKING       

 On street 
parking  

On street 
parking  

Gravel 
parking 
area 

On street 
parking  

Gravel parking 
area 

On street 
parking 
directly 
adjacent 
to beach. 

 Metered 
parking 

Sticker and 
non- 
sticker. 
Metered 

By 
sticker 
only  

By sticker 
only  

By sticker or 
pass only  

Both by 
sticker 
and non-
sticker 

 On CATA      
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bus and 
trolley 
route 

  On CATA 
bus and 
trolley 
route 

    

       

       

Total Spaces Required 
Accessible Spaces 

Y1 Y3 Y1 Y2 Y 4 N2 

Accessible space located 
closest to accessible 
entrance. 

Y Y Y Y Y NONE 

Where spaces cannot be 
located within 200 ft. of 
accessible entrance, drop-
off area is provided 
within100 ft. 

NA NA N/A NA NA Y 

Min. width of 13 ft. includes 
8 ft. space plus 5 ft. access 
aisle 

Y Y Y Y Y NA 

Van space – minimum of 1 
van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft. wide 
plus 8 ft. aisle. Alternative is 
to make all accessible 
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. 
aisle. 

      

Sign with international 
symbol of accessibility at 
each space or pair of 
spaces. 

Y Y Y Y Y NA 

Sign minimum 5 ft., 
maximum 8 ft. to top of sign 

N N Y Y Y NA 

Surface evenly paved or 
hard-packed (no cracks) 

Y Y Y Y Y NA 

Surface slope less than 
1:20, 5% 

Y Y Y Y Y NA 

Curb cut to pathway from 
parking lot at each space or 
pair of spaces, if sidewalk 
(curb) is present. 

Y Y NA Y Y NA 

Curb cut is a minimum width 
of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all 
slopes not to exceed 1:12, 
and textured or painted 
yellow. 

Y Y NA Y Y NA 

       

RAMPS       
NOTES/RAMPS Concrete 

ramp from 
Concrete 
ramp is 

Concrete 
ramp is 

Concrete 
ramp is 

NONE NONE 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-55 
  

sidewalk to 
beach 
sand. 

from 
sidewalk to 
the pebble 
stone and 
sand 
beach over 
gangway 

from 
sidewalk 
to the 
pebble 
stone 
and sand 
beach. 

from 
sidewalk to 
the pebble 
stone and 
sand 
beach. 

    Full ADA 
Access 
depends on 
beach sand 
movement. 
DPW 
maintains 
summer 
season 

  

       

Slope Maximum 1:12 Y Y N N NA NA 

Minimum width 4 ft between 
handrails 

Y Y Y Y NA NA 

Handrails on both sides if 
ramp is longer than 6 ft 

N N N N NA NA 

Handrails at 34” and 19” 
from ramp surface 

N N N N NA NA 

Handrails extend 12” 
beyond top and bottom 

N N N N NA NA 

Handgrip oval or round Y N N N NA NA 

Handgrip smooth surface Y N N N NA NA 

Handgrip diameter between 
1¼” and 2” 

Y N N N NA NA 

Clearance of 1½” between 
wall and wall rail 

Y N N N NA NA 

Non-slip surface Y Y Y Y NA NA 

Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at 
every 30 ft, at top, at bottom, 
at change of direction 

N N N N NA NA 

       

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES     
NOTES/SITE 
ACCESS,PATH/ENTRANC
ES 

Access is 
to site, 
scenic 
viewing 
areas one 
stairs and 
one beach 
ramp. 

Access is 
to the site, 
scenic 
viewing 
areas one 
gangway 
and one 
beach 
ramp. 

Access is 
to the 
site, 
scenic 
viewing 
area & 
beach 
ramp. 

Access is to 
the site, 
scenic 
viewing 
area & 
beach 
ramp. 

Access is to 
beach from lot 
and over a foot 
bridge with 
gangways. 
Gloucester 
end paved 
road to beach 
sand 

Site 
scenic 
viewing 
road with 
parking. 

 All Outdoor 
Area 

All Outdoor 
Area 

All 
Outdoor 
Area 

All Outdoor 
Area 

Pebble surface 
parking area. 

Beach 
access 
over 
shifting 
coastal 
pebble 
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dune. 

     . Pebble 
surface 
parking 
area. 

     Improved ADA 
access with 
newseawall  

All 
Outdoor 
Area 

     All Outdoor 
Area 

 

       

Accessible path of travel 
from passenger 
disembarking area and 
parking area to accessible 
entrance. 

Y Y Y Y N N 

Disembarking area at 
accessible entrance 

Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Surface evenly paved or 
hard-packed 

Y Y Y Y N N 

No ponding of water Y Y Y Y Y Y 

       

Path of Travel       
Path does not require the 
use of stairs 

Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Path is stable, firm and slip 
resistant 

Y Y Y Y N N 

3 ft wide minimum Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) 
and maximum cross pitch is 
2% (1:50). 

Y Y Y Y Y Y 

Continuous common 
surface, no changes in level 
greater than ½ inch. 

Y Y Y Y N N 

Any objects protruding onto 
the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a 
visual disability using a 
cane. Objects protruding 
more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the 
ground, or higher than 80" 

Y Y Y Y Y N 

Curb on the pathway must 
have curb cuts at drives, 

Y Y Y Y Y Y 

parking, and drop-offs.       

Entrances NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

STAIRS , DOORS and 
FLOOR 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

 RESTROOMS        
NOTES / REST ROOM New, built Rest rooms NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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to ADA 
standards. 

rebuilt to 
ADA 
standard 
this audit. 

5 ft turning space measured 
12” from the floor 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

       

At least one Sink:       
Clear floor space of 30” by 
48” to allow a forward 
approach 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Mounted without pedestal or 
legs, height 34” to top of rim 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Extends at least 22” from 
the wall 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Open knee space a 
minimum 19” deep, 30” 
width, and 27” high 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Cover exposed pipes with 
insulation 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Faucets operable with 
closed fist (lever or spring 
activated handle) 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

       

At least one Stall:       
Accessible to person using 
wheelchair at 60” wide 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

by 72” deep       

Stall door is 36” wide Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door swings out Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door is self closing Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door has a pull latch Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Lock on stall door is 
operable with a closed fist, 
and32” above the floor 

Y  NA NA NA NA 

Coat hook is 54” high Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Toilet       
18” from center to nearest side 
wall 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

42” minimum clear space from 
center to farthest wall or fixture 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Top of seat 17”-19” above the 
floor 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Grab Bars       
On back and side wall 
closest to toilet 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

1¼” diameter Y Y NA NA NA NA 

1½” clearance to wall Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Located 30” above and 
parallel to the floor 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Acid-etched or roughened 
surface 42" long 

      

Toilet paper dispenser is 24” Y Y NA NA NA NA 
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above floor 

One mirror set a maximum 
38” to bottom (if tilted, 42”) 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Dispensers (towel, soap, 
etc) at least one of each a 
maximum 42” above the 
floor 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

       

Floors       
Non-slip surface Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Corridor width minimum is 3 
ft 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, 
fixtures) can only protrude 4” 
into the path of travel from a 
height of27” to 80” above 
the floor 

Y Y NA NA NA NA 

       

 Drinking Fountains NONE NONE  NONE NONE NONE 

Spouts no higher than 36” 
from floor to outlet 

NA NA N NA NA NA 

Hand operated push button 
or level controls 

NA NA Y NA NA NA 

Spouts located near front 
with stream of water as 
parallel to front as possible 

NA NA N NA NA NA 

If recessed, recess a 
minimum 30” width, and no 
deeper than depth of 
fountain 

NA NA Y NA NA NA 

If no clear knee space 
underneath, clear floor 
space30” x 48” to allow 
parallel approach 

NA NA Y NA NA NA 

       

Telephones NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

Switches and controls 
for light, heat, 
ventilation 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

PICNICKING Picnicking 
is done on 
rocks, 
sitting 
areas, and 
beach and 
from cars. 

Picnicking 
is done on 
rocks, 
sitting 
areas, and 
beach and 
from cars. 

Picnickin
g is done 
on rocks, 
sitting 
areas, 
and 
beach 
and from 
cars. 

Picnicking 
is done on 
rocks, 
sitting 
areas, and 
beach and 
from cars. 

Picnicking is 
done on rocks, 
and beach. 

Picnickin
g is done 
on rocks, 
and 
beach 
and from 
cars. 

NOTES/PICNICKING       

No Tables or benches are       
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provided 

       

SWIMMING POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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North Uplands 
 
 

ADA Self Evaluation 
Recreation/ConCom 

   

North Uplands LILJAS 
QUARRY 

PIGEON HILL PINE PIT PINGREE 
TRAILS 

 Granite 
quarry and 
woodland 
trails. 

Fields with scenic views, 
wooded and brush areas 
with trails. 

Water filled 
granite quarry 
and woodland 
trails. 

Natural 
woodland 
with foot 
trails. 

Notes Abandone
d granite 
quarry 

Highest point in Rockport. Abandoned 
Granite quarry 

 

  View of Sandy Bay and 
Town 

With established 
trail to the center 
of Caped Ann. 
Kiosk with trail 
map added this 
audit 
40+ acres trail 
area through 
wetlands and 
uplands added 
this audit 

 

NA=NOT APPLICABLE     

Y= YES TO STANDARD     

N= NO TO STANDARD     

PICNIC TABLES AND 
BENCHES 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES   With ConCom, 
develop ADA 
picnic area. 

 

     

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

TRASH CANS NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

TRAILS     
NOTES/TRAILS  Paths through open grass 

areas being overgrown 
with invasive brush 

With ConCom, 
develop ADA 
trail. Current trail 
gravel surface 
with slope < 1 in 
20 

 

     

Surface material Gravel 
and rock 

Grass and gravel Gravel Gravel and 
rock 

Dimensions Y Y Y Y 

Rails N N N N 
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Signage (for visually impaired) N N N N 

     

POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

BEACHES NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

PLAY AREAS (TOT LOTS) NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

GAME AREAS ;baseball, 
basketball, tennis 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

Boat Docks NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

FISHING FACILITES NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

PROGRAMMING NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

SERVICES AND 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

PARKING     
NOTES / PARKING Small pull 

off area 
along 
road. 

Paved road with open 
Parking. 

Small gravel lot On street 

   With ConCom 
develop ADA 
marked parking. 

Walk to trails. 

Total Spaces Required 
Accessible Spaces 

1 1 1  

Accessible space located closest 
to accessible entrance. 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

Where spaces cannot be located 
within 200 ft of accessible 
entrance, drop-off area is 
provided within100 ft. 

Y Y Y Y 

     

RAMPS NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF 
TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 

    

NOTES/SITE 
ACCESS,PATH/ENTRANCES 

All outdoor 
area 

Fields are mowed grass. Parking area, 
edge of quarry 
and trails all are 
accessible. 

All outdoor 
area 

  Paved road accessible for 
all. 

Walking surface 
can be uneven. 

 

  Once spectacular 
panoramic view to New 
Hampshire coast of town, 
bay, islands blocked by 

With ConCom 
develop plan to 
Standards. 
improve to ADA 
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overgrown brush. 

  All outdoor area All outdoor area  

Accessible path of travel from 
passenger 

N Y Y N 

disembarking area and parking 
area to accessible 

    

entrance.     

Disembarking area at accessible 
entrance 

Y Y Y N 

Surface evenly paved or hard-
packed 

N Y Y N 

No ponding of water Y Y Y N 

Path of Travel     
Path does not require the use of 
stairs 

Y Y Y Y 

Path is stable, firm and slip 
resistant 

Y Y Y Y 

3 ft wide minimum Y Y Y Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and 
maximum cross pitch is 2% 
(1:50). 

Y Y Y N 

Continuous common surface, no 
changes in level greater than ½ 
inch. 

N N N N 

Any objects protruding onto the 
pathway must be detected by a 
person with a visual disability 
using a cane. 

N N N N 

Objects protruding more than 4” 
from the wall must be within 27” 
of the ground, or higher than 80" 

N N N N 

Curb on the pathway must have 
curb cuts at drives, parking, and 
drop-offs. 

Y Y Y Y 

     

Entrances NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

STAIRS , DOORS and 
FLOOR 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

RESTROOMS  NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

Drinking Fountains NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

Telephones NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

Switches and controls for 
light, heat, ventilation 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

PICNICKING NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE 

     

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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Parklands 
 

ADA Self Evaluation Recreation/ConCom     
Parklands MANNING MILL-

BROOK 
MEADOW 

MILL-
BROOK 
POND 

HARVEY BAR-
LETTA 

SEA-
FENCIBLES 
at Old Harbor 

 Heavily 
wooded 
natural 
landscape 
and improved 
with only 
historic trails.  

Grass 
meadow with 
a waterfall, 
small pond 
and stream. 
Both 
Meadow and 
Pond are  
being 
renovated 
and 
reworked. 
Tot area 
removed but 
plan to be 
reinstalled 

Large 
pond 
and 
wetland
s  

In town park In town 
park 

Including 
North side of 
the Old 
Harbor  

NA= NOT APPLICABLE       

Y= YES TO STANDARD       

N= NO TO STANDARD       

       

PICNIC TABLES AND BENCHES      
NOTES NONE Benches 

only, hard 
packed 
access. 

Benche
s only, 
hard 
packed 
access 

Benches 
only, paved 
access 

Benches 
only, 
paved 
access 

Many large 
cut stone 
benches 

       

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

TRASH CANS NONE  NONE    

Cans Located adjacent to 
accessible paths 

 Y Y Y Y Y 

       

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

TRAILS  NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

Surface material N      

Dimensions N      

Rails N      

Signage (for visually 
impaired) 

N      

       

POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

BEACHES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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PLAY AREAS (TOT 
LOTS) 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

All Play Equipment same 
experience by all 

NA N NA NA NA NA 

Access Routes location 
adjacent to accessible 
path 

NA N NA NA NA NA 

Enough space between 
equipment for wheelchair 

NA N NA NA NA NA 

       

GAME AREAS 
;baseball, basketball, 
tennis 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

Boat Docks NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE  
NOTES/BOAT DOCKS      Float with a 

gangway that 
has a step up 
& down. 

       

Access Routes Located 
adjacent to accessible 
paths 

NA NA NA NA NA Y 

Handrails NA NA NA NA NA Y 

       

FISHING FACILITES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

PROGRAMS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

SERVICES AND 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

PARKING       
NOTES / PARKING On street 

only 
On street 
only 

On 
street 
only 

On street 
only 

On 
street 
only 

With sticker 
only 

       

  Site is on the 
CATA bus 
and Trolley 
route. 

 Site is on 
the CATA 
bus and 
Trolley 
route. 

Site is 
on the 
CATA 
bus and 
Trolley 
route. 

 

  ADA space 
added at Mill 
Lane this 
audit. 

ADA 
space 
added 
at Mill 
Lane 
this 
audit 
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Total Spaces Required 
Accessible Spaces 

     Y=1 

Accessible space located 
closest to accessible 
entrance. 

NONE N Y Y Y Y 

Where spaces cannot be 
located within 200 ft. of 

N NA Y    

accessible entrance, 
drop-off area is provided 
within 

      

100 ft.       

Min. width of 13 ft. 
includes 8 ft. space plus 5 
ft. access aisle 

NA Y NA Y Y Y 

Van space – minimum of 
1 van space for every 

      

Accessible space, 8 ft. 
wide plus 8 ft. aisle. 
Alternative 

      

is to make all accessible 
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 
ft. 

      

aisle.       

Sign with international 
symbol of accessibility at 
each 

NA Y NA Y Y Y 

space or pair of spaces.       

Sign minimum 5 ft., 
maximum 8 ft. to top of 
sign 

NA N NA Y Y Y 

Surface evenly paved or 
hard-packed (no cracks) 

NA Y NA Y Y N 

Surface slope less than 
1:20, 5% 

NA Y NA Y Y Y 

Curb cut to pathway from 
parking lot at each space 

NA Y NA Y Y Y 

or pair of spaces, if 
sidewalk (curb) is 
present. 

      

Curb cut is a minimum 
width of 3 ft., excluding 

NA Y NA Y Y Y 

sloped sides, has sloped 
sides, all slopes not to 

      

exceed 1:12, and textured 
or painted yellow. 

      

RAMPS       
NOTES/RAMPS NONE Paved public 

road 
NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES     
NOTES/SITE 
ACCESS,PATH/ENTRAN
CES 

Outdoor 
Natural area 
without 

All Outdoor 
Area 

All 
Outdoor 
Area 

All Outdoor 
Area 

All 
Outdoor 
Area 

All Outdoor 
Area 
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establish-ed 
access 
points. 

Accessible path of travel 
from passenger 
disembarking area and 
parking area to 
accessible entrance. 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Disembarking area at 
accessible entrance 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Surface evenly paved or 
hard-packed 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

No ponding of water NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Path of Travel       
Path does not require the 
use of stairs 

NA Y N Y Y Y 

Path is stable, firm and 
slip resistant 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

3 ft wide minimum NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 
(5%) and maximum cross 
pitch is 2% (1:50). 

NA Y N Y Y Y 

Continuous common 
surface, no changes in 
level greater than ½ inch. 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Any objects protruding 
onto the pathway must be 
detected by a person with 
a visual disability using a 
cane. 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Objects protruding more 
than 4” from the wall must 
be within 27” of the 
ground, or higher than 80" 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

Curb on the pathway 
must have curb cuts at 
drives, parking, and drop-
offs. 

NA Y Y Y Y Y 

       

Entrances NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

STAIRS, DOORS and FLOOR      
STAIRS NONE NONE  NONE NONE NONE 

No open risers NA NA Y NA NA NA 

Nosing's not projecting NA NA Y NA NA NA 

Treads no less than 11” 
wide 

NA NA Y NA NA NA 

Handrails on both sides NA NA N NA NA NA 

Handrails 34”-38” above 
tread 

NA NA N NA NA NA 

Handrail extends a 
minimum of 1 ft. beyond 
top and bottom riser (if no 

NA NA N NA NA NA 
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safety hazard and space 
permits) 

Handgrip oval or round NA NA N NA NA NA 

Handgrip has a smooth 
surface 

NA NA N NA NA NA 

Handgrip diameter 
between 1¼” and 1½” 

NA NA N NA NA NA 

1½” clearance between 
wall and handrail 

NA NA N NA NA NA 

       

Doors NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

Floor NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

RESTROOMS       
NOTES / REST ROOM NONE Rest rooms 

are across 
the street 
(SEE FRONT 
BEACH) 

NONE Rest rooms 
are across 
the street 
(SEE T-
WHARF) 

Rest 
rooms 
are 
across 
the 
street 
(SEE T-
WHARF) 

NONE 

       

Drinking Fountains NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

Telephones NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

       

       

Switches and 
controls for light, 
heat, ventilation 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

PICNICKING NONE  NONE NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES/PICNICKING  Picnicking 
done in open 
lawn and 
benches 

Picnickin

g done in 

open 

lawn and 

benches 

Picnicking 
done on 
benches 

Picnicki
ng done 
on 
benche
s 

Picnicking 
done on 
rocks and 
benches 

       

SWIMMING POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

       

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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Recreation Areas 
 
 

ADA Self Evaluation 
Recreation/ConCom 

   

Recreation areas PINGREE 
PARK 

EVANS FIELD SCHOOL 
PLAYING 
FIELDS 

 Recreation 
area in the 
northern 
part of 
town. 

Recreation area in the center 
part of town. 

Recreation area 
in the southern 
part of town. 

    

    

NOTES    
All of the fields are set up as needed, for a 
large variety of sports, age groups and skill 
levels. 

Little 
league 
baseball, 
soft ball, 
tennis 
courts, 
basketball 
court and 
tot park. 
Tennis 
courts 
rebuilt this 
audit 

Lighted for night play 
Hazardous rail siding has 
been relocated to improve 
field access this audit. 

Lighted for night 
play 

N= Not to ADA Standard 
Y= To ADA Standard 
NA= Not Applicable 

 Full baseball diamond, little 
league baseball, outdoor 
basketball, skateboard park, 
large multi-use field area and 
Town/YMCA youth center. 
Note all playing field 
discussion in land section 5D 

Soft ball diamond, 
track, tennis 
courts, large 
multi-use field 
area, soccer field, 
basketball courts 
and tot park. 

    

PICNIC TABLES AND BENCHES NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES/PICNIC TABLES AND BENCHES    
No picnic areas are on playing fields    

    

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE 

Grills Height of Cooking Surface NA NA NA 

Located adjacent to accessible paths NA NA NA 

    

TRASH CANS    
Cans Located adjacent to accessible paths N N N 

    

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE 

Near water fountains, trash cans, RR , 
parking etc. 

NA NA NA 
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Located adjacent to accessible paths NA NA NA 

TRAILS NONE NONE NONE 

POOLS NONE NONE NONE 

    

BEACHES NONE NONE NONE 

    

PLAY AREAS (TOT LOTS)    
NOTES/PLAY AREAS  NONE Location of the 

recognized tot 
park play area 

Rockport has been noted for having the only 
fully inclusive tot park in the Cape Ann area. 
The lead people responsible for this 
happening where recognized at the 
Federation for Children’s with Special Needs  
national convention 

   

All Play Equipment same experience by all N NA Y 

Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

N NA Y 

Enough space between equipment for 
wheelchair 

Y NA Y 

    

GAME AREAS    
NOTES/GAME AREAS    

    

Baseball full diamond NONE  NONE 

Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

NA Y NA 

Bern cuts onto courts NA Y NA 

Equipment Height NA Y NA 

Equipment Dimensions NA Y NA 

Spectator seating NA Y NA 

    

Little league diamond    
NOTE/LITTLE LEAGUE DIAMOND   Soft ball field is 

also used as Little 
League diamond. 

Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

Y Y Y 

Bern cuts onto courts Y Y Y 

Equipment Height Y Y Y 

Equipment Dimensions Y Y Y 

Spectator seating N Y Y 

    

Soft ball diamond NONE NONE  
Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

NA NA Y 

Bern cuts onto courts NA NA Y 

Equipment Height NA NA Y 

Equipment Dimensions NA NA Y 

Spectator seating NA NA Y 
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Outside Basketball    
Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

N Y Y 

Bern cuts onto courts Y Y Y 

Equipment Height Y Y Y 

Equipment Dimensions Y Y Y 

Spectator seating N N Y 

    

Tennis    
NOTES/TENNIS Y NONE Y 
    

    
Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

Y NA Y 

Bern cuts onto courts Y NA Y 

Equipment Height Y NA Y 

Equipment Dimensions Y NA Y 

Spectator seating N NA N 

    

Soccer/multi area field NONE   
Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

NA Y Y 

Bern cuts onto courts NA Y Y 

Equipment Height NA Y Y 

Equipment Dimensions NA Y Y 

Spectator seating NA Y Y 

    

Skate board park    
NOTES SKATE BOARD PARK NONE Y NONE 

    

    
Access Routes location adjacent to 
accessible path 

NA Y NA 

Bern cuts onto courts NA Y NA 

Equipment Height NA N NA 

Equipment Dimensions NA N NA 

Spectator seating NA N NA 

    

    

BOAT DOCKS NONE NONE NONE 

    

FISHING FACILITES NONE NONE NONE 

    

PROGRAMMING    
NOTE/PROGRAMMING & TECH 
ASSISTANCE 

   

All of the programs run by the Town’s 
recreation committee are open to all. The 
focus is not on competition, but enjoyment 
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and exercise in an inclusive environment 
School department programs where not 
reviewed 

    
Special programs? N N N 

Learn-to-Swim? N N N 

Guided Hikes? N N N 

Interpretive Programs N N N 

    

SERVICES AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE   
Services and Information available in alt. 
formats i.e. for visually impaired 

N N N 

Tech. Assistance Process to request 
interpretive services(i.e. sign language 
interpreter) for meetings 

N N N 

PARKING    
NOTES / PARKING On street 

parking 
only 

Crushed stone and paved 
parking 

Two more ADA 
spaces are 
needed. 

 ADA spot is 
needed 

 
Train siding removed and 
parking lot redone. 
Developing a plan to redo 
field entrances. 

No ADA parking 
nearest playing 

field. 

    
Total Spaces Required Accessible Spaces Y=1 NONE(In Station parking) Y=6 

Accessible space located closest to 
accessible entrance. 

N  4 

Where spaces cannot be located within 200 
ft of accessible entrance, drop-off area is 
provided within100 ft. 

Y Y Y 

Min. width of 13 ft. includes 8 ft. space plus 5 
ft access aisle 

NA NA Y 

Van space – minimum of 1 van space for 
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft. 
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible 
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle. 

   

Sign with international symbol of accessibility 
at each space or pair of spaces. 

NA NA Y 

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of 
sign 

NA NA Y 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no 
cracks) 

NA NA Y 

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5% NA NA Y 

Curb cut to pathway from parking lot at each 
space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk (curb) is 
present. 

NA NA Y 

Curb cut is a minimum width of 3 ft., 
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides, all 
slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured or 
painted yellow. 

NA NA Y 
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RAMPS NONE NONE NONE 

    

SITE  ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES   
NOTES/SITE ACCESS,PATH/ENTRANCES    

 All outdoor 
area 

All outdoor area ADA spaces 
should be added 
and located near 
varied entrances 
to field. Only 
evaluated outdoor 
play areas not the 
in school 
Facilities. 

Accessible path of travel from passenger 
disembarking area and parking area to 
accessible entrance. 

Y N Y 

Disembarking area at accessible entrance Y N Y 

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed Y N Y 

No ponding of water Y N Y 

Path of Travel    
Path does not require the use of stairs Y N Y 

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant Y N Y 

3 ft wide minimum Y N Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and maximum 
cross pitch is 2% (1:50). 

Y N Y 

Continuous common surface, no changes in 
level greater than ½ inch. 

N N Y 

Any objects protruding onto the pathway 
must be detected by a person with a visual 
disability using a cane. 

Y N Y 

Objects protruding more than 4” from the wall 
must be within 27” of the ground, or higher 
than 80" 

Y N Y 

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at 
drives, parking, and drop-offs. 

Y N Y 

Entrances NONE NONE NONE 

    

STAIRS , DOORS and FLOOR    

STAIRS NONE NOT ADA STANDARD NONE 

    

Doors NONE NONE NONE 

    

floor NONE NONE NONE 

    

RESTROOMS     
NOTES / REST ROOM  YMCA Youth center rest 

rooms available for some 
events. 

School rest rooms 
available for some 
events. 

  The building and the rest 
rooms where recently 
constructed to ADA std. 

Constructed to 
ADA standards. 
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TELEPHONES NONE NONE NONE 

    

PICNICKING NONE NONE NONE 

    

SWIMMING POOLS NONE NONE NONE 

    

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE 
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Rocky Shoreline Access Areas 
 

ADA Self Evaluation Recreation/ConCom    

Rocky Shoreline access 
areas 

HALIBUT 
POINT 

ALANTIC 
PATH  

LOBLOLLY/ 
EMERSON PT 

PIGEON 
COVE 

GRANITE 
PIER 

 State park Rocky 
shoreline, 
includes 
Andrews 
Point 

Rocky shoreline, 
some area with 
beach pebble 
stones & coarse 
sand. 

Harbor and 
Breakwater 

Harbor and 
Breakwater 

      

Notes Self 
Evaluation 
only of public 
entrance 
area. Park 
visitor center 
under 
renovation 
phase I. 
Phase II 
planning 
underway to 
improve path 
system. All 
will inprove 
ADA access. 

Collection 
of 
properties 
with 
multiple 
access 
points from 
street to 
path. 

Phragmite’s 
taking over 
marsh area. 
Destroying 
marshes and 
blocking views 

Working 
commercial 
fishing area. 

Commercia
l fishing, 
recreational 
boating, 
nature and 
scenic 
viewing. 
New 
stairway 
connecting 
lower and 
upper pier 
this Audit 

NA= NOT APPLICABLE 
Y= YES TO STANDARD 
N= NO TO STANDARD 

    Small 
ConCom 
controlled 
portion of 
total area. 

      

PICNIC TABLES AND 
BENCHES 

N NONE NONE NONE Y 

NOTES/PICNIC TABLES AND 
BENCHES 

Tables 
in 
parking 
lot 

Visitors sit 
on rocks. 

Visitors sit on rocks.   

      

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

TRASH CANS  NONE    

Cans Located adjacent to 
accessible paths 

Y  Y Y Y 

      

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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TRAILS      

Surface material Wood chips Natural 
mostly rock  

Natural  NONE Gravel 

Dimensions Y N N NA Y 

Rails N N N NA N 

Signage (for visually 
impaired) 

N N N NA N 

      

POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

BEACHES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES/BEACHES  Swimming 
from rocks 

Swimming from 
rocks 

  

      

PLAY AREAS (TOT 
LOTS) 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

GAME AREAS ;baseball, 
basketball, tennis 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

      

Boat Docks NONE NONE NONE   

NOTES/BOAT DOCKS    Float, step on 
and off 
connecting 
gangway. 

Float, step 
on and off 
connecting 
gangway. 

Access Routes Located 
adjacent to accessible paths 

NA NA NA Y Y 

Handrails NA NA NA Y Y 

      

FISHING FACILITES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES/ FISHING   Fishing is 
done along 
the natural 
rocky 
coast. 

Fishing is done 
along the natural 
rocky coast. 

Fishing is done 
from pier and 
rocks. 

Fishing is 
done from 
pier and 
rocks. 
Kayak rack 
added this 
audit  

      

PROGRAMMING NOT 
EVALUATE
D 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SERVICES AND 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

NOT 
EVALUATE
D 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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PARKING      

NOTES / PARKING CATA bus 
route 

. Small open 
parking area.  

Open parking 
along pier area.  

Open 
parking 
area 

  Street 
Parking   
sticker and 
Non-sticker 
sections. 

By sticker only By sticker only Both by 
sticker and 
Non-sticker 
but pay 

  Add ADA 
marked 
spot 

   

Total Spaces Required 
Accessible Spaces 

3    1 

Accessible space located 
closest to accessible 
entrance. 

Y=3 NONE NONE NONE Y1 

Where spaces cannot be 
located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off 
area is provided within100 ft. 

 Y Y Y NA 

Min. width of 13 ft includes 8 
ft space plus 5 ft access aisle 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Van space – minimum of 1 
van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide 
plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to 
make all accessible spaces 
11 ft wide with 5 ft aisle. 

     

Sign with international symbol 
of accessibility at each space 
or pair of spaces. 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 
8 ft to top of sign 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Surface evenly paved or 
hard-packed (no cracks) 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Surface slope less than 1:20, 
5% 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Curb cut to pathway from 
parking lot at each space or 
pair of spaces, if sidewalk 
(curb) is present. 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Curb cut is a minimum width 
of 3 ft, excluding sloped 
sides, has sloped sides, all 
slopes not to exceed 1:12, 
and textured or painted 
yellow. 

Y NA NA NA NA 

      

RAMPS To toilet NONE NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES/RAMPS      
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Slope Maximum 1:12 Y NA NA NA NA 

Minimum width 4 ft between 
handrails 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Handrails on both sides if 
ramp is longer than 6 ft 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Handrails at 34” and 19” from 
ramp surface 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Handrails extend 12” beyond 
top and bottom 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Handgrip oval or round N NA NA NA NA 

Handgrip smooth surface Y NA NA NA NA 

Handgrip diameter between 
1¼” and 2” 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Clearance of 1½” between 
wall and wall rail 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Non-slip surface Y NA NA NA NA 

Level platforms (4ft x 4 ft) at 
every 30 ft, at top, at bottom, 
at change of direction 

Y NA NA NA NA 

      

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF 
TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 

     

NOTES/SITE 
ACCESS,PATH/ENTRANCE
S 

 Many 
varied 
access 
points to 
view and 
enter the 
site. Some 
areas can 
be driven 
to, others 
have 
portions of 
well 
packed 
paths that 
can change 
to 
moderate 
hiking. 

View can be 
driven to. 
Walking areas 
can be portions 
of well packed 
areas that can 
change to 
moderate hiking. 

View can be 
driven to. 
Walking areas 
are well packed 
gravel, rock or 
paved. 

View can 
be driven 
to. Walking 
areas are 
well packed 
gravel, rock 
or paved. 

      

Site Access      

NOTES Outdoor area Drive to 
view,  

Drive to view,  Open driving, 
parking & 
walking area.  

Open 
driving, 
parking & 
walking 
area. 

  All outdoor 
area. 

All outdoor area All outdoor area All outdoor 
area 

Accessible path of travel from Y N Y Y Y 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-79 
  

passenger disembarking area 
and parking area to 
accessible entrance. 

Disembarking area at 
accessible entrance 

Y N Y Y Y 

Surface evenly paved or 
hard-packed 

Y N Y Y Y 

No ponding of water Y Y Y Y Y 

Path of Travel      

Path does not require the use 
of stairs 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Path is stable, firm and slip 
resistant 

Y N N Y Y 

3 ft wide minimum Y Y Y Y Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) 
and maximum cross pitch is 
2% (1:50). 

Y N N Y Y 

Continuous common surface, 
no changes in level greater 
than ½ inch. 

Y N N Y Y 

Any objects protruding onto 
the pathway must be 
detected by a person with a 
visual disability using a cane. 

Y N N Y Y 

Objects protruding more than 
4” from the wall must be 
within 27” of the ground, or 
higher than 80" 

Y N N Y Y 

Curb on the pathway must 
have curb cuts at drives, 
parking, and drop-offs. 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Entrances NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

STAIRS , DOORS and 
FLOOR 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

RESTROOMS   NONE NONE NONE NONE 

NOTES / REST ROOM Single 
outdoor toilet 
facility. to 
facility. ADA 
Access Did 
not do 
evaluation of 
inside. 

    

      

Drinking Fountains NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

Telephones NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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Switches and controls 
for light, heat, 
ventilation, 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

 PICNICKING      

NOTES/PICNICKING Standard 
attached 
bench wood 
tables. 

Picnic on 
rocks only. 

Picnic on rocks 
only. 

Picnic directly 
from car. 

Picnic 
directly 
from car. 

A minimum of 5% of the total 
tables must be accessible 
with clear space under the 
table top not less than 30” 
wide and 19” deep per 
seating space and not less 
than 27” clear from the 
ground to the underside of 
the table. An additional 29” 
clear space (totaling 48”) 
must extend beyond the 19” 
clear space under the table to 
provide access. For tables 
without toe clearance, the 
knee space under the table 
must be at least 28” high, 30” 
wide and 24” deep. 

N NA NA NA Y 

Top of table no higher than 
32” above ground 

Y NA NA NA N 

Surface of the clear ground 
space under and around the 
table must be stable, firma 
nod slip-resistant, and evenly 
graded with a maximum slope 
of 2% in all directions 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Accessible tables, grills and 
fire rings must have clear 
ground space of at least 36” 
around the perimeter 

Y NA NA NA NA 

      

SWIMMING POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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South End Uplands 
 

ADA Self Evaluation Recreation/ConCom     

South end Uplands PENZANCE RD 
MARSH 

EDEN 
ROAD 

KIERAN 
PRESERV
E 

DELAMATER 
SANCTUARY 

WARING 
FIELDS 

 Ocean wetlands, 
that Penzance 
Road bisects 

Ocean 
bank 
heavily 
vegetated 
upland 

Wetland Short walk 
through 
woodlands into 
open mowed 
fields. 

Mowed 
fields 

      

Notes Phragmite’s 
taking over 
marsh area. 
Destroying 
marshes and 
blocking views 

  Agricultural land Agricultural 
land 
Kiosk with 
trial map 
added this 
audit 

NA= NON APPLICABLE 
Y= YES TO STANDARD 
N= NO TO STANDARD 

     

      

PICNIC TABLES AND 
BENCHES 

     

NOTES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

TRASH CANS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

      

TRAILS      

Notes NONE NONE Only 
rudimentary 
footpaths 

Short natural 
woodland trail to 
mowed fields. 

Open 
mowed 
field along 
old farm 
road that is 
becoming 
overgrown  

Surface material NA NA N N Y 

Dimensions NA NA N Y Y 

Rails NA NA N H N 

Signage (for visually impaired) NA NA N N N 



Open Space and Recreation Plan for the Town of Rockport 2019-2026 

 

 
 

 A-82 
  

      

POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

BEACHES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PLAY AREAS (TOT 
LOTS) 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

GAME AREAS ;baseball, 
basketball, tennis 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

Boat Docks NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

FISHING FACILITES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PROGRAMMING NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SERVICES AND 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PARKING      

NOTES / PARKING No parking  area No 
parking 
area 

On road No parking area  On street 

      

Total Spaces Required 
Accessible Spaces 

  Y=1   

Accessible space located 
closest to accessible 
entrance. 

NONE  NONE  N NONE  NONE  

Where spaces cannot be 
located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off 
area is provided within100 ft. 

Y Y Y Y Y 

      

RAMPS      

NOTES/RAMPS NONE  NONE  NONE  NONE  NONE  

      

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF 
TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 

     

NOTES/SITE 
ACCESS,PATH/ENTRANCES 

Area accessed by 
traveling 
transverse road. 
All outdoor area 

Area 
accessed 
by 
traveling 
transvers

All outdoor 
area 

All outdoor area All outdoor 
area 
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e road. All 
outdoor 
area 

      

Accessible path of travel from 
passenger disembarking area 
and parking area to 
accessible entrance. 

NA NA Y Y Y 

Disembarking area at 
accessible entrance 

NA NA Y Y Y 

Surface evenly paved or hard-
packed 

NA NA N Y Y 

No ponding of water NA NA Y Y Y 

Path of Travel      

Path does not require the use 
of stairs 

NA NA Y Y Y 

Path is stable, firm and slip 
resistant 

NA NA N Y Y 

3 ft wide minimum NA NA Y Y Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) 
and maximum cross pitch is 
2% (1:50). 

NA NA Y Y Y 

Continuous common surface, 
no changes in level greater 
than ½ inch. 

NA NA N Y Y 

Any objects protruding onto 
the pathway must be detected 
by a person with a visual 
disability using a cane. 

NA NA N Y Y 

Objects protruding more than 
4” from the wall must be within 
27” of the ground, or higher 
than 80" 

NA NA Y Y Y 

Curb on the pathway must 
have curb cuts at drives, 
parking, and drop-offs. 

NA NA Y Y Y 

      

Entrances NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

STAIRS , DOORS and 
FLOOR 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

RESTROOMS       

NOTES / REST ROOM NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

Drinking Fountains NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

Telephones NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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Switches and controls for 
light, heat, ventilation, 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

 PICNICKING NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SWIMMING POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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Town Center Ocean Access 
 

ADA Self Evaluation Recreation/ConCom    

Town Center Ocean Access T-WHARF BEARSKIN 
NECK 

OLD 
HARBOR/ 
Pier Av. 

HEADLANDS MOTIF 
NO.1 

NA= NON APPLICABLE 
Y= YES TO STANDARD 
N= NO TO STANDARD 

Pier area of 
main harbor. 

Scenic 
viewing 
promenade 
into Sandy 
Bay. 

Wharfs and 
breakwater 
on South 
side of Old 
Harbor area. 

Natural rocky 
headland scenic 
viewing of 
Sandy Bay and 
harbor. 

Granite 
Wharf 
adjacent to 
main harbor 
north basin. 

      

PICNIC TABLES AND 
BENCHES 

NONE Benches only NONE Benches only NONE 

      

GRILLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

TRASH CANS      

Cans Located adjacent to 
accessible paths 

Y Y N Y Y 

      

PICNIC SHELTERS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

TRAILS      

NOTES / TRAILS Open area Open area Open area Paved surface 
access 

Open area 

 Hard paved Hard paved 
then some 
walk to end 
of cut rock 
breakwater 
at their own 
risk. 

Both hard 
paved and 
loose stone 
sections. 

trail stops 
abruptly at 
rocky coastal 
bank. 

Both hard 
paved and 
loose stone 
sections. 

Surface material Y Y Y Y Y 

Dimensions Y Y Y N Y 

Rails N N N N N 

Signage (for visually impaired) N N N N N 

      

POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

BEACHES NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PLAY AREAS (TOT LOTS) NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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GAME AREAS ;baseball, 
basketball, tennis 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

 Boat Docks      

NOTES/BOAT DOCKS Floats with 
gangways. 
Steps up & 
down at 
gangway. 

NONE NONE NONE Floats with 
ladders. 

 Access Routes located 
adjacent to accessible paths 

Y NA NA NA Y 

Handrails Y NA NA NA N 

      

FISHING FACILITES NONE Fishing  from 
rocks 

Fishing  
from rocks 

Fishing  from 
rocks 

NONE 

NOTES/ FISHING       

      

Access routes located 
adjacent to accessible paths 

NA N N N NA 

Access with handrails NA N N N NA 

Fishing facilities 
equipment 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PROGRAMMING NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SERVICES AND 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PARKING      

NOTES / PARKING      

 By sticker 
and  

Metered On street 
parking  

On street 
parking 

By sticker 
only 

 Non-sticker.     

      

Total Spaces Required 
Accessible Spaces 

Y=2 Y=1 NONE NONE NONE 

Accessible space located 
closest to accessible entrance. 
Where spaces cannot be 
located within 200 ft of 
accessible entrance, drop-off 
area is provided within100 ft. 

Y Y    

Min. width of 13 ft includes 8 ft 
space plus 5 ft access aisle 

Y Y NA NA NA 

Van space – minimum of 1 
van space for every 
accessible space, 8 ft wide 
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plus 8 ft aisle. Alternative is to 
make all accessible spaces 11 
ft wide with 5 ft aisle. 

Sign with international symbol 
of accessibility at each space 
or pair of spaces. 

Y Y NA NA NA 

Sign minimum 5 ft, maximum 
8 ft to top of sign 

N Y NA NA NA 

Surface evenly paved or hard-
packed (no cracks) 

     

Surface slope less than 1:20, 
5% 

Y Y NA NA NA 

Curb cut to pathway from 
parking lot at each space or 
pair of spaces, if sidewalk 
(curb) is present. 

Y Y NA NA NA 

Curb cut is a minimum width 
of 3 ft, excluding sloped sides, 
has sloped sides, all slopes 
not to exceed 1:12 and 
textured or pt. yellow 

Y Y NA NA NA 

      

RAMPS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF 
TRAVEL, ENTRANCES 

     

NOTES/SITE 
ACCESS,PATH/ENTRANCES 

Open area Open area Open area Trail stops at 
natural rock 
coastal bank. 

Open area 

 Hard paved Hard paved Both hard 
paved and 
loose stone 
sections. 

 Both hard 
paved and 
loose stone 
sections. 

  ADA curb cut 
needed at 
Dock square 
island cross 
walk. 

   

 All outdoor 
area 

All outdoor 
area 

All outdoor 
area 

All outdoor area All outdoor 
area 

Accessible path of travel from 
passenger disembarking area 
and parking area to accessible 
entrance. 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Disembarking area at 
accessible entrance 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Surface evenly paved or hard-
packed 

Y Y Y Y Y 

No ponding of water Y Y Y Y Y 

Path of Travel      

Path does not require the use 
of stairs 

Y Y Y Y Y 
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Path is stable, firm and slip 
resistant 

Y Y Y Y Y 

3 ft wide minimum Y Y Y Y Y 

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) 
and maximum cross pitch is 
2% (1:50). 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Continuous common surface, 
no changes in level greater 
than ½ inch. 

Y Y N N N 

Any objects protruding onto 
the pathway must be detected 
by a person with a visual 
disability using a cane. 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Objects protruding more than 
4” from the wall must be within 
27” of the ground, or higher 
than 80" 

Y Y Y Y Y 

Curb on the pathway must 
have curb cuts at drives, 
parking, and drop-offs. 

Y Y Y Y Y 

      

Entrances NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

STAIRS , DOORS and 
FLOOR 

NONE NONE Far end of 
pier and 
breakwater 
is raised 
with a flat 
cut stone 
surface 
area. 

NONE NONE 

      

RESTROOMS       

NOTES / REST ROOM Recently built 
restrooms to 
ADA 
standard. 

NONE NONE NONE NONE 

5 ft turning space measured 
12” from the floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

At least one Sink:      

Clear floor space of 30” by 48” 
to allow a forward approach 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Mounted without pedestal or 
legs, height 34” to top of rim 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Extends at least 22” from the 
wall 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Open knee space a minimum 
19” deep, 30” width, and 27” 
high 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Cover exposed pipes with 
insulation 

Y NA NA NA NA 
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Faucets operable with closed 
fist (lever or spring activated 
handle) 

Y NA NA NA NA 

At least one Stall:      

Accessible to person using 
wheelchair at 60” wide by 72” 
deep 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door is 36” wide Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door swings out Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door is self-closing Y NA NA NA NA 

Stall door has a pull latch Y NA NA NA NA 

Lock on stall door is operable 
with a closed fist, and32” 
above the floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Coat hook is 54” high Y NA NA NA NA 

Toilet      

18” from center to nearest side 
wall 

Y NA NA NA NA 

42” minimum clear space from 
center to farthest wall or 
fixture 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Top of seat 17”-19” above the 
floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Grab Bars      

On back and side wall closest 
to toilet 

Y NA NA NA NA 

1¼” diameter Y NA NA NA NA 

1½” clearance to wall Y NA NA NA NA 

Located 30” above and 
parallel to the floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Acid-etched or roughened 
surface42” long 

     

Toilet paper dispenser is 24” 
above floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

One mirror set a maximum 38” 
to bottom (if tilted, 42”) 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc) 
at least one of each a 
maximum 42” above the floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Floors      

Non-slip surface Y NA NA NA NA 

Corridor width minimum is 3 ft Y NA NA NA NA 

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, 
fixtures) can only protrude 4” 
into the path of travel from a 
height of 27” to 80” above the 
floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 
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Drinking Fountains  NONE NONE NONE NONE 

Spouts no higher than 36” 
from floor to outlet 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Hand operated push button or 
level controls 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Spouts located near front with 
stream of water as 

Y NA NA NA NA 

parallel to front as possible      

If recessed, recess a minimum 
30” width, and no deeper than 
depth of fountain 

Y NA NA NA NA 

If no clear knee space 
underneath, clear floor 
space30” x 48” to allow 
parallel approach 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Telephones  NONE NONE NONE NONE 

Highest operating part a 
maximum 54” above the floor 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Access within 12” of phone, 
30” high by 30” wide 

Y NA NA NA NA 

Adjustable volume control on 
headset so identified 

Y NA NA NA NA 

      

Switches and controls for 
light, heat, ventilation, 

NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

PICNICKING      

NOTES/PICNICKING Picnicking 
done on 
rocks. 

Picnicking 
done on 
rocks. 

Picnicking 
done on 
rocks 

Picnicking done 
on rocks. 

Picnicking 
done on 
rocks. 

No tables or picnic benches 
are provided 

     

      

SWIMMING POOLS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 

      

SHOWER ROOMS NONE NONE NONE NONE NONE 
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Summary Sheet of Access Related Comments and Findings (4 April 09) 
 

LOCATION  ISSUE  LOCATION  ISSUE 

Back Beach  One curb to beach from ADA 
space needs to be cut more 
directly connecting to Rest 
Rooms(which has been 
upgraded) 

 Beach Access 
Wheelchairs 
 

  
Inplament Beach 

Cape Hedge Beach  Full ADA Access depends on 
beach sand movement. Sand 
would require special chair. 

 Andrews Point  Add ADA marked spot 

       

Long Beach  Seawall is degrading planning in 
process for best solution. 
Improved access a  

 Pingree Park  ADA spot is needed at playing 
field entrance 

  Sand would require special chair.     

Public Trails  With ConCom, develop ADA trail 
and picnic area location at Pine 
Pit or South Woods 

    

  With ConCom develop ADA 
marked parking 

    

  With ConCom develop plan to 
improve to ADA standards for 
access 

 School Play 
Fields 

 Three more ADA spaces are 
needed 

Halibut Point State 

Park 

 Park buildings and trails is 

completing the first phase of 

renovations to ADA standard. 

Trails in design review phase. 

   Current ADA spaces have 
improved but work still needed to 
be nearest playing fields entrance.   

       

    Dock Square  Cross Walk at center island, w/ 

way finding information, has 

no curb cut. 

       

    General 

Observation. 

 The access has greatly improved 
in the last seven years. The town 
itself, by many is used as a 
recreation area. In a very short 
distance you can enjoy the bay, 
rocky coast, beach’s, parks, 
harbors, shops, restaurants and 
galleries. In this little town, miles of 
our sidewalks and crosswalks 
have been completely rebuilt to 
current standards in the past few 
years. Greatly enhancing 
movement by all. 
 

 
Beach Wheel Chairs 
Plan. 

  
Our two most used resources are 
the town area and beaches. The 
town is well addressed, but 
movement on the beach’s 
themselves could be improved. 
Adding of public available 
specialty chairs should be 
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reviewed. 

      . 

       

       

 
 
 
Transition Plan 
 

.  

Dock Square; add an ADA Curb cut at the sidewalk end of the crosswalk from the pedestrian island 

DPW June 2019 

 

Beach Access Wheel Chairs. Develop a plan, including funding, for public access wheel chairs. 

OSRC/ BOS June 2019 

 

Pingree Park; add an ADA marked Parking spot 

DPW/Rockport Police Dept June 2019  

 

School Playing Fields:  Add two ADA spots nearest the field entrances  

School Dept/ Recreation Committee June 2019 

 

Beach Access Wheel Chairs. Implement a plan, for public access wheel chairs. 

OSRC/ BOS June 2021 

 

Evans Field: Review of ADA Access as part of the new field entrance plan. BOS/DPW June 2020 

 

Rockport Public Trails. Estabalish best location and funding for  ADA access by improved trail and parking 

surface.. 

ConCom/DPW June 2020 

 

Long Beach Seawall Planning : Review of ADA access to seawall area as planning for replacement proceeds 

ConCom/DPW/BOS  June 2021 

 

Long Beach Seawall Replacement. Improved ADA access to Beach and Seawall area DPW/BOS June 20144 

 

 


